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Priest S

ends Thrilling Tale Of

Landing of Australian Troops
To Fight Turks At Dardanelles

(Daily Missoulan) -

A citizen of Missoula, who wishes th&t
lis name be not revealed has received
what is undoybtediy the most  interest-
ing private account” from the Eur‘opeau
war to reach the Gardenicity. This:let-
ter which is here reproduced in full, was
written by the chaplain of an Adustralian
regiment, who shall otherwise remain
anonymous also. -

This description of fighting is given
added interest on' account of the fac,
that it describes actions and trench war-
fare on the Galipolli peninsula, from
which comparatively little has been writ-
ten, ‘The chaplain descyihes among many
things a charge that beyond doubt, will
someday become famed as one of the
world’s most spectacular.

The letter follows:.

My Dear Friend: s e

Your letter was so welcome, coming as
it did amid the din and clash of war.
cannot think or speak of anything but
war now. We are surrounded by it here,
s0 you must excuse me if 1 make it the
principal topic of this lettery It may be
interesting to'vou to know something of:
what we have been through during e
past month. s

The brigdac to which T am attached as
chaplain, left Egypt on the “first of
March for an unknown destination. In a
few days we were landed and took pos-
session of the Turkish island of Lemuos,
which is now the base of the Mediter--
vinean army. A large army of English,
French, Australian, New Zealanders and
Indians was gradually collected for op-
erations against the Turks and the Dar-
danelles. Several weeks later, on the
twenty-iirst of ' April, a~huge fleet of

troopships and warships left Lemnos af-|

ter dark and toward midnight anchored
under the lee of Imbros, some miles
from the peninsula. The Anglo-French
troops were to land at the southern end,
while the Australian apd New Zealand
troops were to effect a landing fifteen
miles north, on the western side at
a place called Capa Tepe.
" The idea was that the Anglo-French
forces were to sweep the Turks north-
ward along the peninsula  and drive
them on to us where. being caught
between two fires, they would be
annihilated or compelled to surren-
“ der. The powerful shore batteries of the
Dardanclles, the mine fields and the tor-
pedo tubes would then be taken on the
rear and the Dardanelles would be open-
»d to the allicd fleet. The warships
would then proceed through the Sea of
Marmora, destroy the Turkish fleet,
irain their guns on San Sophia and the
sultan’s palade and dictate terms to the
Yurk, It a lovely programme o
puver hut it has not yet materialized
il not tor sowe time, It will be a
d diffizuit operation, The Anglo-
4 met wich flerce ‘opposition. A
1ty serve asa jetty but
¢ as it cnly became a tar-
vrish fire, They had to
i, saore, through barbed
oul iaty the water. Taey
tnx sad have now
backward five or six
- an:d hear the battle
¢i. ‘Uhey lost very heav-
., espgeially the Dublin

miles. W
from oab t
iy

s @adpldin, Mr. Finmdwas;

i was“wotmded in the bodt but
. on ¢noing ashore and while at-
i 2 soadicr was riddled by a
e 2 > oy c¢haplain
ook place fur-
et iy same time,
Lo was sviected for the hon-
' ; tusk of landing party
the oositien and make it secure
junding of the main body. Chap-

1t

‘Lered net to land wntil the

wien thig position would
ey, B odisregarded orders
th the men and it was
fortunate tor weny o dying men that T
was asaore that moring. Had 1 known
. jnicino | owas rushing into 1 believe
uich huave vangined behind., We en-
n desin 5 ond torpedo hoats
fromn the troop ships and steamed slowly
toward the snowe. Each destroyer car-
ried 400 men, and bhad six large row-
boats in {ow, in which we were to pull
ashore. - \s we  approached within a
guarter of a mile of the shore everything
waus peacefui. Not'n word was heard
anicns the wmen, not- a sound except the
faint throbbing of ithe engines. Every-
body was waiting in intense expectation
of what would happen next. . It was 480
a. m. and there was a faint giimmer of
dawn in the castern sky. The destroyer
next to us began to man her boats, and
suddenly inferno broke loose from the
shore. Such a fearful hail of bullets
from ritles, machine gans and shrapnel
as pusses oll imagination! "It was ap-
palling. There was no cover. We were
packed so clesely together that one bul-
let would wound or kill three men, and
we could not hit back, for the enemy
was invisible.
off the funnels and upper parts of the
destroyers. The order was given us to
man the boats and we tumbled in as
fast as pussible and pushed off for the,
shore.
1t was only 800 yards away, but to
,me il seemed miles and to have taken
hours to reach. There was dreadful
slaughter in the boats. 1 could then see
only what was happening in my own.
I'irst the *“cox ”was shot, then an oars-
man fell dead across my feet; then a
bullet came through ~ the boat and
grazed the puttee on mmy leg; then an-
other of the men collapsed without a
sound and we knew that he was dead,
and so on, It was horrible. 1 never ex-
pected to reach the shore alive. There
was only one anxiety among the men—
to rcach the shore and rush the Turks
with bayonet.

After what seemed like endless hours:

the boat touched.bottom about twenty
vards from the begch. As I jumped
up to get out, a bullet went through the
sleeve of iy jacket and caught the lad
beside e, A shrapnel shell splashed a
man's brains over me. Another caught
the gunwale of the boat between my
knecs and as T was getting out and near-
Iy blinded me with splinters. 1 was
pushed from behind and fell into about
four feet of water. I went promptly to
the bottom, and being loaded with a
pack, three days’ rations, a water bof-
tle and an overcoat, I found the utmost
difficulty -in rising. I almost thought I
had been shot. I never fully realized till
then how difficult it is to walk quickly
through water, fully dressed. I got onto
the beach exhausted and had.to lie down
amongst the falling bullets to get my
breath. T had made up my mind by
this time that T had but a poor chance
of getting through the morning alive.
Anyhow, T picked up a flat stone and
held it in front of my head, and it was

fortunate 1 did so, because a bullet that’

would have brained me glanced harm-
leesly off it 1 moved forward then to
where the tide had made a little
along tie shore. Al the soldiers carry-

el vaal enirenching tool but being

The bullets were glancing i

bank

a non-combatant I had none. I tore up
the sand with wy bare fingers and made
a little shelter in tront of me. I never
felt so small in all my life. I felt as
if. 1 could sgueeze myself into a thimble.
I must also admit that I feit a little
cowardly, but it was only for a few min-
utes. The lad on my left, not feeling
safe, raised himself a little and began
to dig with his entrenching tool.” He
was shot through the heart. - The man on
the other side of me got a. bullet in the
thigh and was in great pain. - I pulled
him toward me and lying as I was, cut
his trousers open and put a dressing. on.
Every soldier carries a little bottle of
iodine and a field dressing which can be
applied in a few minutes. “1 had a look
around then and saw all- the' other
boats landing. . They were suffering just
as much as’ out, boats had suffered. The
beach was strewn with dead and wound-
ed. Two boats landed about fifty yards
from where I was. They held fifty sol-
diers each, but only tiventy came ashore
altogether. They came under the fire
of a Maxim gun, which can rattle off
about 600 shots per minute. But these
twenty , had their revenge. They cap-
tured the gun and bayoneted every mah
of the crew. So far.only a few min-
utes had elapsed from the time we left
the destroyer and as there was a good
number of men ashore the order was
given “Fix bayonets and charge.” I
could hear the click of the bayonets fit-
ting onto the rifles and then in the
semi- darkness our men gave a wild
Australian cheer. and rushed the hill.

Poor fellows! Had they seen it in
broad daylight they would néver have
attempted it. Military experts say that
it is one of the most famous charges in
history. 1t is almost incredible that
they could have dug out the Turks from
such an impregnable position in so short
a time. My first impulse was to grab
a ‘rifle and bayonet and go with them.
The cheering and yelling would do
your heart good to hear, But after clear-
ing the first, ridge I saw So many
wounded and dying that I had to turn
my attention to them. Every soldier
wears around his neck an aluminum
disc on. which is stamped his name,-re-
giment and religion, so that all a priest
has to do is to open his shirt and 'see
his disc. /

The hills our men charged rise
abruptly from the shore for' about 500
feet, They are very rugged and broken
and covered with a dense scrub, giving
{ good shelter to the enemy. They drove
the Turks back from trench to tremch
]and line to line, the latter firing as they
{ retreated. Our men never fired until it
| was daylight, but they used the cold
| steel with great effect. The Turks, as

¥we have often seen since, do not relish

i the bayonet. It was splendid to see:the

| tide of battle surge up and up the hill
until by eight o’clock the summit was
captured by our brave fellows. But they
were not satisfied. They had the enemy
on the run and cleared them for about
eight miles inland, or half way actoss
the peninsula,

At mid-day the Turks were reinforced
and began to push our troops” Batk, but
| reinforcements arriving also for us were
Lable to hold the pesition. - . & J

All ‘day troops “were landing. Artil-
lery was rushed ashore and dragged up
the hills by the men.  Jetties” were ex-
temporized, the -wounded. were.£0
and uttendedu& an%u;‘ut oi;? ‘board a
pital ship waiting out at sea. It was
the busiest ‘day I ever spent): 1 was}
running about ‘all day over the hills ‘anid’
behind the fiting line, absolving and ad*

Catholics, bandaging wounds, putting
| improvised splints on broken limbs, car--
| rying water to tie wounded and acting:
[ as stretcher bearer. Our casualties that
day were over 1,000. The second and
third days were almost as-bad,

Our men are now well entrenched and
it will be a very difficult task to move
{us. We are really between the devil and
| the deep sea If we saould be driven
! back we have nowhere to retire except
into the sea. I was in wet clothes for
two days and had no chance to change.
1 was the only priest ashore for two
i days and was kept very busy. I have
i heard confessions in all’ kinds of ‘weird

and bullets whizzing around. I go along
the trenches every day in case anyone
might want to see me.” It'is all so
strange and uncanny.

Passing along the trenches a soldier
with his rifle through & loop hole and
one eye on the enemy may call me to
hear his confession, while it is being
done the bullets are flopping into the
sand bags of the parapet a few inches
away. It is consoling and satisfactory
work, if a little dangerous. I feel that
1 have done more work during these few
| weeks than during all the years that 1
have heen a priest. I have seen some
wonderful - manifestations . of
mercy during those weeks. . :

This is our fifth Sunday ashore and I
have not said mass during that time, as
my vestments have not yet come from
the troop ship and even if they had it
would not be advisable to gather men
together in close formation as a shrap-
nel shell might exterminate the whole
ilot. T have seen some horrible sights
| during those weeks. Our men are brave
{and bear the most horrible wounds
without a groan. Our regiment lost
half its strength the first day we landed.
| Only yesterday a poor fellow was taken
from my side by a shell and all we
found of him afterward were fragments
collected in the scrub.

War is abominable. I shall never vol-
untecr again in any capacity, for I have
seen enough of it. It is not so much
personal fear that would deter me, as
i the awful sights and nerve-shaking or-
! deals of fire one bas to go through. You
| have no idea of what an awful thing
shell fire is. I have seen strong men
| become gibbering idiots as the result
of a shell bursting near them and tear-
ing men to pieces. Yet they were un-
touched. - Tt will shake the strongest
nerves. I live with my regiment in the
trenches and every man who is not on
the firing line has his hole in the
ground, called a “dug-out,” into which
he dives when shell fire opens. The
whole ground we occupy is like a rabbit
warren,

The “dugout’ 'is just like a grave ex-
cept that it has steps at one end by
which to enter it. In these we eat and
sleep. They are not very comfortable,
but are good protection against shrap-
nel. When it rains they are indescrib-
ably horrible. I have had my clothes
and boots off only once during the past
month. [ had a wash twice and one
shave; so [ can assure you I do not look
a think of beauty. [ am cultivating o
peard and in another month T expect to
Jook as fierce as a Bedouin chief.

Water is scavee. We only get enough
drink and eobi with, but none

te

to

ministering extreme unction to- dying|:

places with shrapnel breaking overhead'! -

divine |

wash. ‘0 we are not too clean.

We ..ave sleeping valises, clothes and
other comforts, but they are still on
board the troop boats and cannot be
brought ashore, as our wagon transport
is no use in such a roadless country as
tais. Food is good and plentiful, but
there is little change. It is always itin-
ned beef and biscuits that you could not
break with a steam hammer.

I have had several narrow escapes; so/
many in fact that I wonder why I am
still alive. I had four bullets in my pack,
one through a jam tin, out of which Ij
was eating, which spoiled the jam and
made me very wild. One tarough my
water bottle, one through a tobacco tin
in my pocket, one took the epaulette off
my tunic, and once I had nineteen shrap-
nel bullets through a waterproof sheet
on which I was lying only a few min-
utes previously.

I have lost count of the shells that
nearly accounted for me. I hardly ex-
gect to get through the business alive, but
seeing that I have been in luck so far, 1
may. Five nights ago the Turks launch-
ed a fierce attack along our line, They
intended to push us back into the sea,
and with that end in view they. sent at/
least 15,000 men against us. The slaugh-
ter of Turks was awful. They came o

|in mass” formation—German style—and

in dende- dofumils, only to "be mown down
by the concentrated and rapid fire of
machine gans and: rifles. At ofie o’clock]
they broke and fled, byt came on again
at 3.80 and the slaughter continued  with-
out cessation till; mid-day. . ..

At daybreak tp add to theé horror the
artillery “on bg#h sSides opened fire and
ours -did fearftil €xdcution. As fast as
they fell others came on shouting “Al-
lal’ ’and making -the most ungodly
noiges. - It: was -#ppalling, -but I was
pleased ‘to, see b'ug' men get some revenge
for the day we'landed. Only once did]
two Turks'reapligur trénch. 1t was* near
where' I was théir end was ghastly,
They ‘were impaled on half a dozen bay-
onets. . Their losses were computed at
4,000 and the whole ground in our front
was strewn with their dead and wound:
éd; ;One of ouy machine gunners told
me he:fired 80,000 rounds and counted
500 ‘Turks ‘jn .front of his” gun. Tt was
‘most excitifig. Our fellowsdwere actual-
ly. fighting for holes and eyen-.climb-
irig on top 'of ths‘"phm};;é‘l to have a shot:
We rescued a lot of their wounded and
treated -them very well and a good num-
ber of tfem came in and surrendered.
We lost very few men: because they
were under cover all the time. i

The dead are still unburied, but a ten-
hour armistice will take place tomorrow
to give them a chance to bury tiem.
T e smell is pretty bad now and I ecan
assure you there are few things in the
world so unpleasant as the stench of a
dead Turk.

We only hold a small strip of land
here, about three miles long end two
wide, so it ean all be raked by Turkish
artillery.  Censequently one is never safe

-and - as my work takes me around a. go’od

deal in the open, I incur  a certain
‘amount of  risk. ) Qur general was killed

last week ‘while going aboutin what

was. considered a-safe place.
~ Well, I think I have said enou_gh. War
is horrible and I-shall be pleased when

it is over. I crept outside our trenches
a.few nights ~ago and brought in a

beautiful Turkish Mauser rifle. and am-
munition belt. [ intend to keep it as a
trophy and to use it if necessary in self
defense. You cannot show a finger above
the - trenches in the daytime with-
glit bringing down a stream of Turkish
ire. : ;

1 cannot say when we are going to ad-
vance, butil believe we are waiting for
the ‘Anglo-French troops to -advance

‘from the south and join on our right. It

may be a .long time before we get to

 Constantinople. -

I hope you will be able to read. this
scrawl. | It.is written under difficulties.
Fhis is the only paper I could raise and
1 am writing it lying flat on my stom-
ach, - A few minutes ago & Turkish aero-
plane passed: over our heads and drop-
ped a bomb twenty yards from where I
am.’ It killed a man—blew him to
pieces—and covered me with stone and
dirt and neatly spoiled this precious iet-
ter. ¢
Gallipoli Peninsula, March 22, 1915.

Optomist—Have courage and _persev-
ere and the world may yet make a beat-
en pathway to your door.

Pessimist—Yes, right across my lawn
and then pick my flowers; scratch their
fooll names on my window panes and

cAvity's

o ———————————

chop my front sieps to pieces for sou- §

venirs.—Judge.

| “Get the right angle
on Underwear” |

. Penmans famous trademark has won its

" renown ‘because of the quality
béhind the name.

Therefore, when the Penmans triangle is
the goods you buy, you'’ll know that you have the
right angle—the mark ‘that guarantees and en-
sures to you paramount quality in both mater-
ials and workmanship. ;

Make up your mind to have

\

%

y

 Underwear

Made in all weights
and 'styles for men,
~women and “'children.
Look. for this trade-
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and sheer merit

on

"
O

I
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largest and most

be found in

o

It’s a fast, hard-hitting load that gets what it goes
after. And it’s a;dependable’load always.

Dominion Shot Shells are primed with th
sensitive ;. the powder used is the best that can be
obtained ; the shot is double chilled ; loading is accurate and uniform ;
inspection and testing are thorough.

Every element that enters into the making of a

the “Canuck”

the bést load for every kind
requires a speedy shell.

Made by the makers of the old reliables—

Regal, Sovereign and

many of which are shot in Canada

e new “3 B” >prinjler,‘the

perfect shell is, to

——

of shooting

i

‘that -

; nearly twice as

as all other makes combined.

A
10 cents for

Your dealer can supply you. Send

16 game pictures.

DOMINION CARTRIDGE

COMPANY,

LIMITED

849 Transportation Building,
Mentreal.
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.32 Winchester Special,

.*38 Colts, Auto.. 1.50, 1.82

1351 (50 in hox) ...... 250

Ammunition
RIM FIRE CARTRIDGES
- Black Powder

Per Box Calibre
.38 Long .......
41 Short
41 Long .....
44 Short .
44 Long "......-
/46 Short - .
,.56-46 Spencer, Sporting,
56-50 Spencer, Carbine, 98c
32 Tong'...., .56-52 Spencer; Rifle . ... -
38 Short ....".....680, T8¢  .56-56 Spencer, Carbine, 98¢
All the ahove are put up in boxes of 50, _‘vexcept,‘.gpenc?r
Sporting, Carbine and Rifle Cartridges which are put up 1n
boxes of 25. : : ] , :

Calibre

22 Short ....
.22 Long .
22 Long-Rifle . . ..
.22 Winchester . ..
.25 Stevens

.30 Short .....
30 Long . ......
32 Short .....

98c

BALL CAPR ool o
b ... .per 100, 26¢ and 28¢
CENTRAL FIRE CARTRIDGES |
Black Powder S

Calibre .~ Per Box of 50
B EW: ... .. .7T8¢, 96c
44 Webley. iv:........ 8115
.45 Webley'........... 14D
448 & W. Russian ... 146
44 Winchester ..$1.10, 1.38

Calibre Per Box of 50
32 Short':....,....6de, 80c
328, &W. ..:.....084c, 80c
.32 Winchester i :
.32' Shozt,\Colts . ...

.32 Long, Colts . ....

.38 Winchester ..$1.10, $1.38 .

RIM FIRE CARTRIDGES
e _ Smokeless Powder
22 Short ..19¢c, 22¢ .22 Long. .28¢, 832¢ Automatic. .40¢, 48c

CENTRAL FIRE CARTRIDGES

Smokeless Powder .

Per Box of 50 Calibre Per Box of,

32 8. W.... . 70c. 8bBe. 388 & W....... 90c., $1.
.32 Colts, Auto..$1.04, $1.26 .38 Winchester ,....... 1.
.32 Winchester ....... 1.40 44 Winchester. .$1.40, S%

OENTRAL FIRE SPORTING CARTRIDGES

Smokeless
Powder
In Boxes of 20

Calibre Per Box
3855 ..~ ......5$1.10, §$1.26

B8872....... s 130
1.36
1.90
133
120
145
1.36
143

Calibre " Per Box

.30 Winchester, Soft Pt.
L

.303 Savage .... 1!

.303 British .... 138, 1.58

. .405
'32.40 Winchester H. V.
.38-55 Winchester H. V.
.45.70 Winchester H. V.
.45-90 Winchester H. V.

MAUSER RIFLE CARTRIDGES
...................31.00

| SNIDER SHOT

104 120
88, 1.00
.35 Winchester ....... 1.74
401 : Automatic ..... ... 126

- Fise
ShH R

g g
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LOADED PAPER SHELLS
Crown :
10 gauge, No. 1 to
10 gauge, B B.to S G §hot
10 gauge, Ball ...
12 gauge, No. 1 to No. 10 Shot ..............per 100
12 gauge, BB to S G Shot ....per 100
12 gauge, Ball
“18 gauge, No. 1 to No. 10 Shot .......
.16 gauge, B B to S G Shot
‘16 gauge, Ball .
~“90-gauge, No. 1 to No.
“20 gauge, B B to S G Shot
20 gauge, Ball
New Rival -
10 gauge, No. 1 to No. 10 Shot ....
10 gauge, B B and Buck
10 gauge; Ball
12 gauge, No..1 to No, 10 Shot
12 gauge, B B and Buck
12, 16 and 20 gauge, Ball
‘16 gauge, No. 1 to No. 10 Shot ....
16 gauge, B B and Buck .
20 gauge, No. ¥ to No. 10 Shot .
20 gauge, B B and Buck
Regal Smokeless
10 gauge, No. 1 to No. 10 Shot
10 gauge, B B to S G Shot
10 gauge, Ball
12 gauge, No. 1 to No. 10 Shot
12 gauge, B B to 8 G Shot
12 gauge, Ball................. o i
16 gauge, XTo. 1 to No. 10 Shot
16 gauge. B B to S G Shot
16 and 20 gauge, Ball
20 gauge, No. 1 to No. 10 Shot
20 gauge, B B to S G Shot

No. 10 Shot ...c..c.vv....per 100 $3.00"
weiibiicusecs.uper 100 305
...per 100 $3.10
2.70
280
2.85
'2.60
2.70
2.75:
2.45
2.55.
2.70

«.+4...per 100
vl . .per 100
<ias..per 100

$2.75
3.60

$3.50
2.25
2.65
2.76
295
2.65
2.25
2.55

$3.80
3.90
$3.96
3.40
3.50
3.56
3.05
3.16
3.20
3.05
3.15

:........perloo
.....per 100

per 100
....per 100

A WITICHE STER
. - il
NEW FIVAL

Crown

10 gauge

12 16 and 20 gauge. ;... ... ..ol per 100
New Rival :

10 gauge

12 gauge . .

14, 16 and 20 gauge
Leader, for Nitro Powder

$1.30
120

per 100 1.45
per 100 1.25
per 100 $1.20

per 100 3.95

....per 100 2.30

««.....per 100 $2.15
LS

..

12, 16 and 20 gauge ....
EMPTY BRASS SHE
Winchester, first quality, 8 gauge
Rival, 10 and 12 gauge
Winchester, first quality, 10 to 20 gauge

each 13c
...each 5 1-2¢
....each 71.2¢

ST. JOHN, N. B. '




