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'BARRIER OF ALLIED ARMIES
BREAKS EACH GERMAN EFFORT

Off1c1al Message From Paris Shows That the Enemy, Tho
Suffering -Huge Losses, Has Failed to *Obtain His

Objectives and That Situation Is

‘X’ASHINGTON, March 26.—
France’s confidence that the
great German offensive is
wasting its strength against the
allied line is ‘expressed in an official
despatch received here today from
Paris. The message quotes at length
from today’s Petit Journal to show
that the Germans, tho suffering tre-
mendous losses in massed advances,
have failed to obtain their objectives,
and that the present situation is
atisfactory to the allies. ;

Following is the despatch:

“The French press oontinues to view
with calm confidence the  develop-
ments of the gigantic battle which
has been going on for five days. This
confidence is based upon all the ex-
periences of this war, Each time that
the Germans have attempted a move-
ment against the troops in the west,
the effort, after a certain amount of
success, always of a temporary char-
acter, has ended in Dbeing broken
against the barrier of the allied armies,

“The great examniple before all mlnda}

is that of the Marne, where eGrmany
had every advantage on her side,
thn‘;}ks to her preparation, to the su-
periority of her ‘man-power and her
heavy artillery and her hidden attack
across violated Belgium; but she was
deteated. Today she is fighting against
the powerful Franco-British armies ac-
customed to war and well -supplied;
her effort will again be stopped. Such
is the firm and calm oonviction of
French opinion; the expression of
which is seeh this thorning in the press. |

Amiens at All Costs.

“The Petit Journal says: ‘It appears
that ‘while attacking from the begin-
ning on the whole of the front
Germans have brought their principal |
efforts to the west of St. Quentin. In

: thus acting they wished to upset the

Efiglish, reach the Somme, and to se-
cure for themselves in this direction
a route to Amiens, which they want at
2ll costs to possess in order to separ-
ate the English from the French
armies. It is for this -objective the
German .centre has made for three days
Hindered by the
the
English, Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria,
always with the  idea of reaching
Amiens, determined to realize his pro-
gram by passing around the obstruc-
tion by the north. It is thus that he
ordered his right wing operating north
of Peronne to engage itself completely
Under the furious blows of the assail-
ants the English have been obliged to
withdraw, but the obstinacy with which
they have fought has permitted them

to take the necessary measures to op- |

pose the plans of he enemy.

““pinally the left wing operating |
south of St. Quentin appears to have
had for its mission the object of ef-
fecting a diversion in order to favor
the march toward Amiens. Prince
Rupprecht expected undoubtedly that
his troops marching in the dlrection of
Paris would absorb the attention "of
the adversary. But the interyvention
of the French troops has disturbed
+his calculation. Our poilus, altho
much less numerous, have replaced the
English in this sector, so that our
allies can dispose of al Itheir reserves
to continue the fight on the other sec-
tors. The defensive struggle is con-
tinuing in the region north of Noyon
while waiting for the right mom=2nt to
2ive a counter thrust,

Horrible German Losses.

““The Germans have not done any-
thing further than apply the formula
from which they cannot. depart, but
which they plan on a colossal ‘scafe.
Iiverywhere the Germans have attack-
ed in such close waves that the indi-
viduals could hardly be distinguished
from each other. The result of this
practice is that they have suffered jhor-
ihle losses. All the prisoners relate,
there are "a good many German
prisoners, that they are advancing over
neaps of dead.

"

Satisfactory.

’firmed by -the reports of our aviators.
A terrified German said that more than
half of his regiment had been killed
and he could not understand how he
had escaped. :
{ . Objectives Not Reached. /.

“The military critic of The Journal
makes tpg observation that the Ger;
man cqmmand is far from having at-
tained“his objective. He writes: ‘The
enemy is adopting, at least to all ap-
pearances, the plan of limited objec-
tives. He announces the success of
the first phase of the battle with a
haste which does not precisely. indi-
cate an overwhelming confidence in the
futiore. If we must fake the Germans
at théir word we have then the right
to affirm that at the end of four days
théy have not reached the objectives
which according to their own plans,
had been assigned them for the first
day. In Treality the 1ine in front of
which they lu.ve stopped would, if con-
quered, have been the first xreat re-
sult of the action.’

“The Petit Journal also gave a re-

sume of the military sifuation as fol-

lows: ‘The Germans have -in. front

of \them an adversary whose tenaclti
is well known and who has at his dis-
posal every means and every resource
to continue the struggle victoriously.

On the other hand, one must not for-
get that the Germans for the reason
of their advance and jin spitg of the
arrival of reserves will find it neces-
sary to pause and bring up their heavy
artillery -to the new line. of combat.
The English can‘then count upon &
certain delay to prepare for the new
attack which they will have to meet
To support them the French are on
their right, south of Tergnier, ready for
anyadvance. Thus then in spite of the
English withdrawal and for reason of
the sanguinary losgses susta.ined by the
enemy the sltua.'uon is aot of a nature
%6 disturb in any way our confidence
in the issye of the battle which has but
commenced and whose development'in

MUCH HAVOC DONE
BY NRCRAFT WORK

British’  Aviators f‘ Extensively
Bomb Dense Masses of Ger-
man Troops.

London, March 26—An official state-
ment of the aerial operations says to-

‘| night:

“On Monday ouf airplanes wers
employed almost €ntireiy in bombing
the enemy’s troops and transport
massed in the areas behind the bat-
‘tlefront and in attacking them w:th
machine gun fire from low heights,
Twenty-two tons o bombs Were
dropped in this work and over 100,000
rounds were fired from the machine
guns,

“All our pilots T
ground targets offe by the enemy
surpassed descri They were
able to drop their bambs with accur-
acy and fire with efféct right into the
centre of infantry battalions «in closs
formation and into columns of cgval- |
ry and transport.

rted that thte

air took place, but it was .less “in-
tense than on the previous day. Thir-
teen hostile airplanes were brought
down' and ten' were driven down out
of control, Eight of our machines are
missing. The majority of our casval-
ties were caused to the low flyl.g
machin-s by fire ffrom the ground.
“During the night our night “ying
airplanes continued tobomb and ai-
taek with machine gun fire #he ene-

the near future we can await without
disquietude.’ " %

my's troops in his forward areas and
transport: om the rondl leading te.ihe
fromt."

“A certain amount of fighting in the |

\

ing, the German offensive in
France is heginning to show
signs of losing its momentum. The
progress of the énemy bas wmaterially
slackened and the form of the dent

brai has begun to resemble
familiar wedge-like salient, instead
of the broad, straightforward move-
meat of an nﬂumve -which carries
18.’11 before ‘it.

{ At its apex this wedge has gone be-
| yond' Adbert, to the:south of that piace,
and is to ‘the ‘westward of the old
altied line as it stood a year ago when
Von Hindenburg began his “strategie
retreat, . From thispoint the line runs
off to thé nonhcast at-a gentle angte,
with the line' to the sodth running
back wunti{ it reaches the Oise River.
In epite’ of trémendous exertions and
t,prrlble ldssel, ‘the Gemn etfm't.s to.

o VIR0,

the[
|l ONDON, March 26.—The battle | been pressed vigorously with

This fact is algo con-
4

Field Marshal Haig reports from the |
war zone. in France tonight.
Germans have also launched new at- |
tacks around Chaulnes.

The statement says:

“North of the Somme local fighting
has taken place at' different points.
Much movement of hostile troops and
transport has been observed in the
battle drea and these have been en-
gaged by our artillery and airplanes.

“South of thé Somme the hostile

The | commenced

| the Somme, to the horth of it.
| battle is continuing on the whole frontt

attacks reported this morning have[Elghth Eighteenth, Thirty-first, Forty-

fresh |

continues on the whole front | German divisions against Noyon and |
gouth of the Somme River, | Roye.

“This afternoon new hostile attacks
in the neighborhood of

{ Chaulnes and between Chaulnes: andv
The

south of the Somme.

“In the past six days of constant
fighting our troops on all parts of the
battle front have shown the utmost
courage. In addition to those  British
divisions which have already been
mentioned, exceptional gallantry was|
shown also by the following: The |

%

Turning Point Is Near
- Allied Reserves Readyl

l
I

Reports

F rokm British Front Hint at Preparednessi
for Powerful Counter Thrust From Flank- |
| ing Posifion Held by the French. |

ASHINGTON, March 26.—An
air of expectancy was ap-

; ; parent tonight among Ameri- |
can and other military officials here, |
who are following most closely the|
developments of the battle in France.
They appeared to feel that a turning|
point in the terrific struggle was|
close at hand. Press reports from
|'the British front hinted at the same
feeling there.

progress made by the
against the British lines.
battle proceeds, officers here are be-|
coming certain the defenders are |
carrying out a definite plan, of which

with a powerful counter thrust.
most- probable place for

L]

|

1

t

1

Attention centres here now on the | Oise.
French front, rather than on thc French a river line to hold against|
Germans the Germans on a front that parallel- |

As the | ed the fidw of ammunition and supply

l

the British withdrawal is a part, !;ut‘ Meanwhile the evacuation of Roye b}'t
which ¥ill prove soon to be coupled the British served to extend still fur

The | ther the German supply lines, against
the launch- | which. a

ing of such a movement, It , wasllaunched.

thought, was from the flanking posi-‘
tion the French held tenaciously to-|
| night along the left bank of the Oise. ‘
Today’s official British reports, whilel
admitting further German advances in(
the capture of Roye, indicated a de-
cided slowing up of the direct pro-‘[

ress of the drive against theyBritish| .., the British and French armies<

from The official statements indicat-
ed that the Germans saw danger in|

the exposure of their left flank to the| . ,.ves while the strategical reserves| have held

threat of the French line on the River
Evacuation of Noyon gave the

trains to ‘the more advanced German
| forces in the region of Roye. Bitter
assaults against this French line were

made thruout the day withodt avail

French assault might be

-

| Puisieux, Ayette, Boiry, Henin,

ew Attacks Are Launched |
" In Chaulnes’ Nezghborhoad

Battle Continues on Whole Front South of the Somme\
" River---American Troops Now Fighting With
French and British.

’ \

i first, Sixty-first, Sixty-third and Sixty-

sixth divisions.”

The war office tonight announced |
that -the Germans took Roye at”10. 30
o'clock this morning.

The statement says:

“The enemy made no further attacks“

during the night of March 25-26 on our
front north of the Somme. During the
afternoon’ there have, been local en-
gagements on this pa,rt of the Dbattle
front, in which the enemy has " been
repulsed, but he has attempted no ser-
ious attack.

“The line north of the Somme*: Now
|runs: Bray, Albert, Beaumnnt-Hamel,
Wan-
court, just west of Monchy t the
Scarpe, and then along our original
front.

“The Germans have been attackingf

| heavily south of the Somme this morn-
ing and took Roye at 10.30 a.m.

“The line there appears to run from
Mericourt on the Somme, thru Rosieres,
| west of Roye and west of Noyon.
Fresh German divisions have been
1denuﬂed in this area, including
guard and two Brandenburg divisions. |

“On this part of the battleﬂ’eld the
Brmsh brench and American troops

are fighting shoulder to shoulder and] taling 1,275,000 men, out of a total

French reinforcements are- rapidly |

coming up. The enemy has been

checked ‘west of Roye and Noyon.”
Reserves Are Intact.

The London evening papers take
consolation in the fact that the Ger-
mans thus far have failed to break
the British lines or force a wedge be-’

land in the news from France that the |

| gaps have been filled with local re-|

remain intact for their own special

purpose.

“The Standard says:
fighting the British line has gone |

o
\éfxck almost to the limits of the Somme
it is

But, tho it is elastic,
‘not brittle; it is bent, but not broken.”

The Globe says: “The Germans have
failed to thrust so deeply into the Bri-
tish line as to make a reunion of the

battlefield.

fissure impogsible and  to defeat thei
And with |

separated masses in detall.
every hour the Germamn chances grow
less.”

twol thrown into the fierce and ugorously

“After five days*

BRITISH ARMY INSPIRED -
"BY-CANADIAN MESSAGE |

| Sir Dougln Haig Cables Gutltudo to
('; Duke of: Devongstvire,

e

Ottawa Mareh 26.—The Dukc ot
Devonshirz has received the following
message from the British commander
{in reply to a message sent by the
governor-general on behalf of the
Canadian peoi‘de:

“The inspiring message of comrade-
ship and' confidence which you have
been.. g\ood enough to send me on be-
half of the Canadian people is encour-
|aging to all ranks of the Britisa armny
|in. France. I beg you to convey to your
| advisers our grateful thanks for their |
!message and the expression of our de-

| termination to do all that men can do
to uphold ;the honor and safety of the
|empire_in the great battle which is
| now raging.

(Signed) ‘Dougias Haig.”

ENENY BESERVES M
DRAWN UPON ALY

Nearly Two-Thirds of Strategic
Army Thrown Into Fierce and
Continued Attack.

London, . March 27.—Telegraphing |
late on Tuesday the correspondent of
The Daily Mail at British headquar-
ters in France "iays that nearly two-
thirds of the entire strategic reserve
of the German army has now been

continued aftack.
“This German reserve,” he adds,
“consisted of eighty-five divisions, to-

! number now reaching not far short of
200 divisions, or possibly 3,000,000 men,
which they have upon the western
front. After the first day 33 of these
divisions were put into the battle. On
the third day another 21 are known

made in the allied line west of Cam- |
the !

Mo be

of the Offenswe. |

{ feated on Tuesday. The Bnitish lines
have stood firm to the north and have
forced the Germans to turn south-
ward toward the point of least resist-
H ance.

Official statements issued at London
confirm the report from Berlin that
American forceg are engaged .in the
struggle. They are reported as “fight-
ing. shoulder to shoulder’” with the
Frelzoh and British in\ the region of
Roye, on the southern side of the sal-
ient driven into the allied front.

Ready to Sfrike Back.

ﬁ FTER six days of terrific fight- | widen the tip of this Whlient were de-

{ pace . there come iwglications that the
allies are ready to !strike back some-
svhere .along. the front. Just whege
this blow will be }qunohed ‘Wi not be
known until it is struck, hut it may be
expectéd that its impact will be ter-
ritic. It 48 known, that the allied war

stra:tezlc reserve, of men 40 Dbe used
ln just  the cont:fhgency ‘which con-
Tronts the armies which have borne the
bruntol the ﬂxhﬂag since last Thurs-
day morhing. This force probably wi.l
be launched wihet ‘and where it is be-
lisved it will break the force of the
German onslaught, and send the en-
emy reeling back over the desert from
which the British have slowly with-
drawn.
Sector is Valueless. |

Each succeeding day reveals the plan
of the Germans absolutely to crusi
the ailied lines west of Cambral, a ter-
1ain which could-not be defended by
Von Hindenburg a year ago. KEaoch of-
ficial report shows that this sector is

| valueless from a military standpoint,

and that the Germans have paid a ter-
rible price for their advance to the
lines established by the allies during
the first two years of warfare. I} is
officiaily, reported that seventy Ger-
man divisions, or 840,000 men, have
taken part in the fighting, and that
troops®have béen moved from every
part of the western battlefront to re-
inforce the armies which have been
forcing . the British to fall back. Ob-
servers at the front say that the Ger-
man losses Bave been frightful, and
that the enemy has lost from ten to
twenty per cent. of his men, by the
most conservative estimates.

The situation, as it stands, seems
a repetition of the dash of Gen-
eral von Kiluck on Paris, in 1914, when
the German artillery and transport
could net keep up with the infantry
and the French were able to turn back
the invaders at the Marne. Reports
from various sectors in the past two
days have irndicated that the Gemman
infantry, reiying on its mass a@ttacks,
has fought without the customary as-
sistance of artillery. To bring up heavy
guns requires time, and the German
advance will . steadily become more
painful and costly.

cations has been growing longer, the
British have constantly moved nearer |

to have taken part. Since thzn they

| for a few more divisions.

“It is therefore clear that we have |
been struggling -with the whole ava.ﬂ-]
able .strength of the German army
| and the marvel is that our soldiers
out ' so . obstinately and(
istea.dxlv against odds so heavuy1
| against them.”

EASTER HATS FOR MEN.

i All the world's best |
,hatters are represented |

' in the Dineen display
i of hats for. men. The
| best English, Ameri-
can and Italian makos

in hard and soft Zelts
and -silk hats, Espe-
cially select varieties in |
English made ha.t.s
Dineen’s, 140 Yonge

'

their base of supplies. It is probabile

present position of the allied armies.

| Sanguinary Struggle
'In Progress at Roye.

st s

ITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN I
FRANCE, March 26.—The

Germans today followed up

their progress of yesterday at Nesle, |

on the southern battle front, by
launching a terrific assault against
the British along a line running,
roughly, between Hattencourt and
the region of Roye. The British, co-
operating with their French allies,

S
, R

With. the siackenipng of ‘the German

_ecouncil.-at Versaillesygreated a greal

While the German line of commmuni- |

TERRIFIC ASSAULT IS MET
DOGGEDLY AND GALLANTL

Allles Are in Better Condltlon to Contest German Ad
Than They Have Been Since the Beginning e

o

were meeting the onslaught doggedly
and gallantly, and a sanguinary
struggle was in progress tth after-
‘noon. i
Futrher north the enemy also de-
Veloped a fresh offensive movement,’
to the south of Suzanne, which lies a
little northcast of Bray-sur-Somme
But the Germans were pushing  with
less strength here'than in the southern

theatre, possibly for strategical rea-
sons.. - 4

These two sectors were the scene (of
most important operations todsy
tho fighting was in progress alo
whole great battle front. In the north-
ern 'sector, about Achiet-Le-Grand,
Logeast Wood and northward, where
such desperate fighting was waged
‘yesterday, the ‘Germans had not renew-
ed their attacks in stfength at a uf.'
hour this forenoon. ~ ;

The allies today were probably in
better condition to contest the Ger-

advance thah'~they Thad ‘been
since the beginning of the offensive. =
~ Defence of Nesle.

The capture of Nesle yesterday by
the enemy was achieved after heavy
fighting over a considerable front. The
@ermans advanced in strength both
‘north and south of the town and by
greuing the defending. lines back in
these places formed a salient from
which the allies were forced to with-
draw, leaving Nesle in the hands of
the enemy. Heavy fighting today in
this section was forecast by the ap-
pearance of new masses of troops
which the Germans brought up, ready
for ‘another push. |

The fighting on Sunday and Monday
in the neighborhood .of Ervillers was
most bitter. Thruout Sunday night
and the early hours of Monday the
Germans kept pressing against . the
stubbornly contending British, who
fought with such desperation egainst
overwhelming odds that they repelled
the onrushing infantry, After a
breathing spell in the early morning
the  Germans again made a heavy as-
sault between Ervillers and Gomie-
court and were caught in the British
artillery barrage and crushed.

Fresh Troops to Relief.
A little later the enemy advanced g

with such ferocity that it was feared
Ervillers must' go. Fresh British
troops were sent up and carried out
an immediate counter-attack, reliev-
ing the situation. '

The gnemy, finding the roa.d ba.rred
thru this “place, began hdmmering
hard below Gomiecourt, in the region
of Sapignies. The British Nne south
of this place had already swung back
to the west, and finally it became ap-
parent that it would be policy to with-
draw from Ervillers, Gomiecourt and
Sapignies and straighten out the front.
This was done during the night, the

withdrawal  being effected in good
‘order, -

Heavy Gas Shelling Marks
Operations of Americans

i
l With the American Army in Francee
{ Manch 26—The American artillery con-

j must have drawn upon the reserves that the line where stern battle will!tm‘ues heavily to shell fowns heid by
| be given is not far away from the|

the Germans, and Gerran batteries
|in the Toul sector, with gas. ' The
}'Genmarm themselves have reciprocated
zin kind, but the doses of gas. sent
| against them by the Americans have
i been twice as large as they have re-
i ceived. The Town of Riehecourt, north
of Xivray, one of the tarzets of the
| Americare, has been abandoned, so far
as American patrols which recon-
oi'.red near the town, are able to
determine. 2
Tihe American artiliery also is keep-
ing up a stream of other shells on en-
emy positiors in this region. St.
Baussant, northeast of Richecourt, has
been, heavily shelled with high explos-
ive Jprojectiles, while German fire:
line trenches repeatedly have been hit
and leveled, 'and enemy dugouts and
snipers’ posts completely silenced.

i

once more and stormed the position ¥ -
& 1



