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incompetent, were highly unpopular; the restric-

tions on the importation of slaves, promulgated
with the territorial organization, were regarded as
disastrous by the planters; while the proud and
ambitious Creoles of New Orleans resented the
territorial status and demanded that they be
admitted to the "enjoyment of all the rights, ad-
vantages, and immunities of citizens of the United
States" ... "as soon as possible, " in accordance with
the terms of the cession. The founding of a bank
of Louisiana, authorized to issue paper money in

lieu of the silver hitherto imported from Vera Cruz,
roused the distrust of the merchants, while the ap-
pointment of a register of lands with a view to test-

ing the validity of grants made by the Spanish
intendants subsequent to the treaty, spread alarm
through the ru.'al communities. The investigation

of titles was a godsend to the lawyers, who flocked

into the territory from all quarters, but to the litiga-

tion-hating Louisianians it promised endless dis-

turbance. The supplanted Spanish officials were
loath to leave the province, and did not hesitate

to use their mfluence against the new order, while

certain Americans long resident in New Orleans were
distinctly pro-Spanish in sympathy. The Territory

of Orleans was but a narrow strip of American
domain driven like a wedge into the Spanish do-

minions, dividing the Floridas from Texas. New
Orleans lay open to attack from the Gulf, while

the bays and islands along the coast offered con-

venient shelter to an enemy. The gnvprnors of

the adjacent Spanish territories were openly hostile,


