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an act oC judgtment a piopoHtion ; and an act of reafonhg an
arguntttU. An argument, regularly expressed, is called a Syllogiim.

A Syllogism therefore is an argument consisting of

three terms so arranged that the conclusion, or Ibird

term, necessarily follows from the other two ; aS;

^ ,., . .. Every virtue is commendable }

^ Diligence is a virtue ;

Therefore diligence is commendable.
Erery Syllogism has three terms ; viz, the major, the minor, and

the ndddk term, or, as they are sometimes called, the major and
miiuir extremes, and the middle term. The major term is the attri-

bute of the conclusion ; the minor term, the subject of the conclusion j

and the middle term is that with which the other two terms are conr-

pared in order to judge of their agreement or disagreement. Every
syllogism moreover has three propositions; viz. Xhi&majarprojKm-
tion ; the minor proposition ; and,the conclusion. 'I he major prop-

osition contains the major extreme and the middle term; as, in the-

above example, '• Eve>y virtue is commendable.''*

<

'Jhe minor prop*

osition contains the minor extreme and the middle term j as,
** Diligence is a virtue." The conclusion contains the major and
gninor terms or extremes; as," There/ore diligence is cominendable."

Li forming a Syllogism its validity may be tested by the following

piles;

Rule I. If two terms .agree with one and the sam^
third, they will agree with each other ; as,

A is equal to B, sV

And C is eqi^al to 6
;

Therefore A is equal to C
Rule II. If one term agrees, and another disagrees

with one and the same third, these two will disagree

with each other. On the former of these rules rests the

yalidity oi affirmative conclusions; on the latter, of

negative. The major proposition of every Syllogism
should be universal, and incontestabiy true. The folr

lowing Syllogism is therefore incorrect.
'^'' Some men are intemperate }

J ihn is a man
;

,
. . ,...«^!;

Therefore he is intemperate. '' :«
.'"^ a . •-

i But if we eay ; All men shall die ; T??r<r:>' *o5- •,«; ^x^&p-^ti^'X^-K,'
" John is a man

;

.'.

Therefore he shall die ; it is correct.

From an ambiguous middle no definite conclusioa

can be drawn ; as,

Light is contrary to darkness |

Feathers are lisi/it ; therefore

Feathers arc contrary to darkness.

,
From )(|e|;ative premises nothing can be inferred j as,,'

' A fish is not a quadruped }
,"'

,
A bird is isot a quadruped, proves nothing..
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