
fe

the

man
fat

•nee

and

M"

u

( 15 )

perty. The fpoil tbos obtained) was expended wimjcqiliklcl

nalky. We Ihudder id think of a domeftic murder niN^t w^K^ii

crowned robber, whofe underftanding is perhaps uneqfjil. to &
oiHce of a poft-boy, fends an hundred thoufand brave meir'Nli^^t]!!;"

field, to defolate provinces? .nd hew nations down like 0x1^
call it Glory. Thus common fenfe and humanity are oblitertt<

a rhapfody of words. If Edward the Firft, as a private man,
murdered a fingle Scot or WelOiman, the world would have a£^

in thinking that he deferved the gallows. But when he o»/y, upofl(^

the moft hateful pretences, butchered three or four hundred

thoufand people, we are fummoned, at the end of five centuries, to

admire *^ his wifdom, his good fortune, his valour and magnanit
" mity." As to his lai/dsmt it is hard to fay what Engnhd gilined

by his viftories. The Welfh were independent or thereabouts, in

the reign of Henry the Fourth, an hundred years a^er the death of
Edward, fo that the merit of fubduing them is to be placed fome-

where elfe. The Scots re«rolted in the life-time of this Edwara.
He died on a journey to Scotland, for the facred purpofe of extir-

pating the Scots nation. He would have been much wifer if he had
llaid at home at 6rft, and faved himfelf the trouble ofan impradicable
conqued. As to the domeftic legifiation of this JuJUniafii he hang-

ed two hundred and eighty Jews in one day. '* Above fifteen thou-
«* fand were plundered of all their wealth, and baniflied the ki:sg-

*f dom."* The fame writer fays, tha( thrfe enormities wereciw*-

n|l}tted under various pretences, Edward iirli introduced tonnage
alH|j}Oundage, duties on imports and exfxtltt. He m^z^ m t^tf
tcImPH a fcourge to the human race. *

£dwiil>d the Second warned to live at peace, and Sir John Sinclair

tells us, that his reign is iem;irkable fxn ** the wconmbrable taMll
«* Tcvied." He was fond of the fociety of fom? compankie^ «i(i||

all the hiftorians ti\ention this mark of good natU/ e, its a very ^tdtP
weaknefs, if not<ji/o^//^^fnW. The heartofa wolf was, at that"^

time, an eflential qualification, , for a king of England. After va-
* rious rebellions againft him, Edward was taken prifoner by his wife.;

He expired in Berk'-^y cattle, by a fpecics of death, too hoyjit;^

to be*defcribed. His real guilt was, a focial and peaceable difpo*

fition. ^
'* The reign of Edward ihe Third is, without doubt, the moft

*' ^/fW/i/In the Englifh hiftory.—His queen pawned her jewels."+
and this pledge lay unredeemed for

rcat part of France, without Mjf^

The king pawned his cronjur

cighjy^ years. He conquered a

fort of ju^u. n his fide. The rapacity of his fon, the blaUx
prince, as > u a brn emphatic&'iy termed, drove the French into

rebellion, ||iati the Englilh out of the couatry. Th"» conque((, and
fubfequent||pulfior, firft planted i\vc feedb of tkv btot^l antipathy

Hiftoryr' the Public Rcvirue, pan i, chap. 6
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