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XXXIV Introduction

but, to the great regret of men of science, we have

only small fragments of the system, brief and meagre

accounts of it.

If we look closely into the religious history of

the Eastern hemisphere, we shall find the position

to be approximately as follows,

—

In the oldest of the inscriptional versions of the

" Book of the Dead " on the walls of pyramids,

we find the religion of Egypt advanced far beyond

the first stages of development. Though animals,

birds, reptiles, and insects occupy a prominent posi-

tion in Egyptian religion, it is not evident why they

occupy that position. There is no inscription or

book to inform us. The earliest stage of Egyptian

religion is lost to us. Egyptian priests, when re-

proached for the national worship rendered various

animals, birds, reptiles, and insects, creatures that

were vile, useful, clean, or unclean, as the case might

be, were unable to give a cause for the worship.

They were unable for the reason that the mytho-

logic account was unknown to them, or had been

lost or was unconsidered ; whatever the eason,

neither papyrus nor inscription explains it.

The chief gods of priestly Egypt answered ex-

actly to the Indian divinities of the second class of

myths in America, those which I have called action

myths. Among these the sun and the earth were

very prominent. Of the earliest gods of Egypt,

those which answered to the " first people," or

divinities in American creation myths, we find no

account thus far. If we had that account, it would
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