
On llic iliilc oj' llif Jlrnl. D/.tPorrri/ (ifllic Juiovinnii C^unl'moiil. y

<',\lir|irli|ii'| il|ii'l'tis>illU' CDDstal, ili'TrctllS iSt V;iliilliiil|rs ili'US ll;illtii."l' CI'cIjIc] lli'li cillll A 1\ t i

oliH'IIIMliollc."

Wliii'li I ti'anslalclliiis, wiliiinit lioldiiiijuiysolf responsible foi' llic had coiisfriic-

Uoii III' llic laiii;iiai;'<' :—

"Schastiaii Cahol. Capltiin and I'dot nl' Iiis Sacred Imperial ('Mlliolie Majesty

till" Miupei'dr ('liaiics, lil'lli of tlial ikiiik; and \\\n<j: nf Spain, put upon nic

tlu; linisldnL;' liand, and, ]ii'(tje('tinL;' nie al'ler this jnian, delineated me in a

plane iinnre in the year of Itedempfion and (if the Nativity oi" imr L 'iii

.lesiis Christ, lOU); who lias deserihed iiu; accoi'dini;' to the latitude and loimi-

tiide of deyrocs, the posiliou of the Avinds, so learnedly and so faithfully in

the fashion of a sailinn' eharl, followinu," the authority of the ^'eoii'rapher i'toleniy

and the b(4ief of the more skilled roi'tMi;iiese, and also IVoin the experieiiee and

pra(!tiee of lon^' sea serviei; of IIk^ most cxeellent John (';d)iif. a \enetian liy

nation, and of my aiiilior, Sehastiaii his son, the most leai'iied of all men 'i

kuowledn'e of the stars and the art of iiavii^'ation, who have discovered a certain

part of the n'lol)(^ lor a loni:;' time hitldeii from our ])eople. . . . Sehastiiin

L'ahot, sailing' into the Western Ocean, reached a certain sea and rc^'ion where tli(>

lily of the eomjiass needle pointed due mn'tli at one (piartei- iiorth-nori li-east.

i'or which re;is(jns, and hv the safest nautical evperience, it is most (dearly

evident that defects and variations of the compass fre(piently occur with observa-

tion of the North."

Since the tiuu; of Chytrteus this theory of the dat(! of 1 1!) I has l)(>en pro-

pounded at intervals by Harris, I'inkerton, Sir John JJarrow, and others, while

there have not been wanting' those -who b(>lie\ed tha* the I'iu'htful date was 1 l',)7.

Now it so ha])pens that o])posite ojiiuions on this subject have been i)ut forth so

recently as ISO') by two friends of mine of high distinction in the Avorld of

letters, and as it hapjiens in the self-same book, a book (jf which thi.'rc are pro-

bably not half a dozen copies in England, but with one of which I have had

the honour to be ])resonted. It is entitled, A Ilintor// of Ilie J)iti<:oci'r[/ oJ'f//i' lu'.s/

Coast of North America, particidarlij the Coaxt of Maine, from the Nortlimen in

990 to the Charter of (Jitbert in loTS. By d. (i. Kohl, of JJremen. i'ortland,

1S09, 8vo. published by the Elaine Historical Society. It is a most admirable

Avork, and I am proud to think that it Avas at my suggestion that the proposal

Avas made to my learned friend to undertake so responsible and dillicult a task.

In the chain of Kohl's labours the discoveries of the C'djols, of course, formed an

imjiortant link, and bis critical acumen has struck out some very valuable ideas

in furtherance of the argument that the first discovery of terra firma was in
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