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«Qd also of ths remainder of the line to SauU Ste. Marie iviihia

3 years ; that the line by SauU Ste. Marie would give Oniario, Qrebec
and the Bast, railwa/coanection with the Norih-Weot of near!/ the
8am<> length, and of better quality than the proposed North Shore line

;

that it would also give to Canada a great trade from an enormoas area
of the western Stales, extending from the boundary to a point south of
St. Paul, and even nuw inhabited by about l,v:00,000 souls ; that it

would secure u \ray traffic ; th&t it would thus give within 3 years, aad
at a fraction of the cost of the oth<^r line, greater benefit than can be
secured by that line in 10 years, which is the per t^ stipulated for it3

construction ; that it would bring both the western States and the
Canadian North-West into connection by rail with the ocean steamers at
Montreal and Quebec on a route shorter by about 300 miles, than the
existing route to New York ; that this advanta^^e, together with the
further gain of about 250 miles in the ocean voyage to Liverpool, would
give this route a commanding position, and secure great benefit to thu
country at laigt^ ; that the construction of the line to the Sault or
Goulais Bay would also give a first-class rail and water rouie via Sault
Ste. Marie and Thunder Bay, within our own limits, by the slortest
possible line for the transport of emigrants, goods and produce ; that
the construction of the line from Stur{;eon River to or beyond Thunder
Bay to the north of Lake Superior, is tinder the circumstances pre-
mature, and should not bo now undertaken."

Now, Sir, I tuink that the hon. •member for Quebec East,
after having beard the statement which I have made—and
I take tliis opportunity of saying, I have laid my hands on
the report from the Canadian Pacific Railway Company
asking for the change of route and also on the report of the
Chief Engineer, on it, and will send it across the House to

the leader of the Opposition to complete the papers bear-

ing on that question—willlind, no doubt greatly to his eatifi-

fiiction and greatly to his delight, that everything whicii

he stated in his resolution as desirable t ) be attained if a

difl'eront policy from ours was followed, is going to bo
attained by our policy, and this not only without sacri-

tjcing find making sub.'-ervient and subsidiary a great
national lino, connected from end to end through our own
country, and w'thout mo'^ing this line dependent during
any portion of the year on a foreign country for access from
one section to another of Canada, and that everything
which he indicated here as so important and so vital to the
interests of the country, is all attained undei' the policy of

the present Government, and under this contract. The
hon, gentleman will find rapid construction within the three

3'cars he indicated, during whicli it might bo accomplished
of the road to Sault Ste. Marie, and at the same time that

the amouut fromwork done, with the exception of thiriy-fivo

miles from the trunk line of the Canadian tacitic Railway to

Sault Ste. Marie, will all form a portion of the Canadian
Pacific Railway. The hon. gentleman will find that the
direct route to the sea-board at Montreal and Qaobcc, which
ho so much desired to secure, will be socircd, and this too

at an earlier period than that at which ho could possibly

have expected to obtain it. The hon. gentleman will find
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