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from Gi'eat Britain, became released from the duties, they became excluded, also,

from the advantages of British stibjects ;"they cannot, therefore, now claim, other-

wise than by Treaty, the exercise of privileges belonging to them as British

subjects, unless they are pi-epared to admit, on the part of Clreat Britain, the

exercise of the j-ights which she enjt)yed previous to the separation.

If it be contended, on the part of the United States, that, in consecpience of

liaving been once a part of the British douiinious, they are now entitled, as of

right, to all the privileges which they enjoyed as British subjects, in addition to

those which they have as an indejiendent jteople, the undersigned cannot too

strongly protest against such a doctrine ; and it must lieconie doubly necessary

for Great Bntain to hesitate in conceding V.'v ])ri\ilegcs which aie now the

subject of discussion, lest, liy such a .hh .essidii, she should be su))posed to counte-

nance a principle not less no^ el than alarming. But, tliough (ireat Biitaiii can
i.ever admit theclaini of the United States to enjoy those libei'ties, with res})ect

to the fisheries, as matter of right, she is l>y no means insensi])le to some of those

considerations with wliich the letter of the Amerieau Minister eonciudes.

Although His Maje.sty's Government cannot admit that the claim of the

American fishermen to fish Avithin British jurisdiction, and to use the British

territory for purposes connected with their tishery, is analdgous to the indulgence

wh'ch has bt. n granted to enemies' subjects engaged in fishing on the high eas,

for the pvupose of conveying fresh fish to market; yet they do feel thaf the

enjoyu.ent of the liberties fonnorly iised by the ixdiabitants of the United States

may be very conducive to their national and indivi<lual ])ro,sperity, though they
sho lid be placed under some modifications; and this feeling o})erates most forcibly

in favcvr of eoncession. But (ireat Britain can only offer the coiK.'e.ssion in a way
which shall effectaally i»i-oteet her own subje(;ts from si'ch obstructioas to their

lawful enterprises as they too fre(|ue)itly experienced innnediately ])revious to

the late war, and which are, from their very nature, calculated to })roduce

collision and dissension between tiiu two Suites.

It was not of fah- competition that His Majesty's Government had reason to

complain, but of the pv^-oopupation of Bi-itisli liarltors and creeks, in Noi'tli

Ameriea, by the Mshing vessels of tlie United States, and tlu" forCiLI^ I'xelusion of

^.ritish vessels from ])laces \.*hero the fislu>ry might l>o most advantageously eon-

ducted. They had, likewise, i-eason to complain «»f the clande: ine int'o(hiction

of prohibited goods into the British Colonies by American vessels, ostensibly

engaged in the fishing irade, to the gi'eat injuiy of the British revenue.

The undersigned has felt it iucumbent on him thu;:i generally to notice these

obsti actions, in the hoi)e that the attention of the Government of the United
States will be directed to the subject ; and that they may be induce ' amicably
and cordially to co-operate with His Majesty's Government in devising such
regulations as shall prevent the recurrence of similar inc(Hivejiiences.

His Majesty's (Jovernment are willing to enter into negotiations with the

Government of the United States for the modified renewal of the liberties in

question, and they dovibt not that an anangejnent may be made, satisfactory to

both countries, and riding to confirm the amity now so hapjjily subsisting

between them.

The undersigned a\ails himself of this opportunity of renewing to Mr.

Adams the assurances of his high consideration.

(Signed.) Bathurst.


