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CAtion of which tliese same Americans are so proud—roads to bind
tcg'ethcr the vilhij^tis, canals to unite the great rivers, railwnys to trans-

port g'oods ai.d travellers from north to south. From the nature of the

soil and the cheapness of materials, railways can he here constructed

as cheaply as in the United States. The otie which already reaches St.

Jlyacinth, and which is to be prolong-ed to Portland, costs only half

a million of francs per leii^ue, while in France it would cost double
the sum. For myself it gives me pleasure to believe in the future of
Canada. I See there a fertile soil which, sooner or later, cannot fail

to attract colonies of labourers, and on this soil already an lionest people
amidst whom it is a c(mifort to sojourn.'

It will b<; observed that in the following- sentences M. Marmier
statCii of the Lower Canadians precisely what Mr. Johnstcm has

.asserted of the inhabitants of the Upper Province :

—

' If they have jireserved the virtues of their French nature, they have
also kept its defect,^. Mobile and impressionable, they are prompt to

enthusiasm, and not less rn to despair. They could not see the fortune

of their Republican neig-hbours without envying' it; and they thought

that if they did but enter the Union, they would immediately open
for themselves a road paved with dollars. Hence those everlast-

ing dissertations by a dozen of journals, and those meetings where
the same theme is reproduced with inexhaustible emphasis. Very-

many, however, of those who declidm on this subject do not believe

that it is realizable, and use it only as a means of agitation. Who
in truth can believe that England will consent not only to dis-

possess herself of Canada, but to give up this vast country to her

iiiaritime rival ? Some say that Canada brings in nothing to Eng-
land—nay, that she is even a source of considerable experise. Were
tills true, and could we consent to value the dependencies of a great

ejiipire merely by the niunber of crowns they pay into its treasury, it

would remain not less true that Canada contributes to enrich the com-
merce of Great liritain, and is every year becoming a more inij)orlant

point of colonization. Again, even sup])osing that Uritain had not the

sliLTlitest pecuniary interest in the preservation of that country, she must
codtiiuie bound to hold by it from a sentinuMit of national |)ride

;

>>lie must feel that she could not abandon it without branding herself

with the stamp of fei'bleiiess in tiie face of the whole world, and with-

out levelling a serious blow at her whole iini)erial system. Lastly, if, in

spite of al! these considerations, she were to welcome complaisantly

tiie ad<lresses of the Annexationists, there would remain some financial

questions which could not fail to be rather ernl)arrassing : one of these

being the debt of nearly a million and a half sterling, contracted by
Canada ; another, all the money that England has exi)ended on the

fortress of Quebec, itc,, &c., &c,, and the repayment of which she
would ujost certainly insist on. Are the United States so much in

love with Canada as to take her with all her debts? 1 hardly think
so. And if, while accepting her share of the expenses of the Federal

govermnent, Canada found herself, moreover, burdened with a private

debt
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