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"1 .iid his reennfaiion " of earli 'r opinions ; and—so far at le;;sl as Europe is concerned,

—

•si\r the full weiyhi of his authority lo tho conclusions relative to the aniiiiuily of man based

oil I he discovery of Hint iniplenienls assoeintod with bones ofextinct mammalia at Abbeville

;iiel in the valley of the Thames. The peculiar i;'eoloLiica] coiidilions aiconipanyinu; tin'

ciiiiiest eyideneo of the presence of |)al;polithic ninn in ]']uroi)e proved, when rightly inter-

pivied, lo bi> no less conviniing than I he long familiar seipience of more recent arclnmlogical

imliccs by which anti(|uarian speculation has proceeded step by step back towards that

prehistoric dawn in which geology and ardneoloiry meet on common ground. The chalk

and the overlying river-drift, abounding with Hint nodules, left no room for (pieslioii as lo

ilic source of the raw material from which the primilive imi>lements were manufactured.

The Hint is still abundant as ever, in noduhvs of a si/o amply sullicient for furnishing the

largest paheolithic implements, in the localities l)oth of France and ]']ngland when^ such

sjiecimens of jjrimitivi' art have been recovered by thousands. But there other disclosures

i. 11 LO less conclusively of many subsecpient stages of proii'ress, alike in preliislori<'. and

historic limes.

Dr. John Evans, in his " Ancient Stone Implements ofGreat Britain, ' purposely begins

with the more receni implements, including those of the Australian and other modern

savage races; and traces his way backward, ' ascending the si ream of time,' and norng

the diverse examples of ingeniously fashioned and polished tools of the neolil'.ic age which

preceded that palipolithic class, of vast antiquity and rudest workmanship, which now
ceiistitute the earliest known works of man : if they are not. indeed, examples of the first

iiiliinlile olforts of human skill. But alike in Britain, and on the neighbouring continent,

a 'lironological sequence! of implements in stone and mi;tal, with pottery, personal oriia-

iiients. and other illustrations of progressive art, supplies Ihe evidence by means of which

we are l(>d backward—not without .sonn' ])rolonged interruptions, as we approach the

paheolithic age,—from historic to Ihe remotest ijrehistoric times.

The relative chronology of the l']uropean drift may be thus slated: first, and most

iiiodern, tho superficial deposits of n^'cnl centuries with their nii'diioval traces oll'rank and

(i.iul; and along with those, the tombs, the pottery, and other renuuns of tho Komau
period, siarcely pencptibly atl'octod in their geological relations by ni'arly Ihe whole inter-

val of the Christian area; next, in the alluvium, .seemingly embedded by natural acciimu-

laiion at an average depth of Jiftoen feet, occur remains of a European stone period, corres-

ponding in many respects to those of the recently discovered pfahlbauton, or pile villages

el' the Swiss Lakes; and, underlying those accumulations exceeding in their duration the

w liole historical period, we come at length to the tool-bearing drift, imbedding, along

w ith thi' fo.ssil remains of many extinct mammals, the implements of paheolithic man,

lashioned sei'mingly when the rivers were only begining the work of excavating the valleys

\vliich give their present contour lo the landscapes ot France and IDugland.

There, as elsewhere, we recognize progression from Ihe most artless rudeness of tool

II anufacture, belonging to an epoch when the process of grinding Hint or stone to an edge

iijipiuvrs to have been unknown ; through various stages of the primilive worker in stone,

liene, ivory, and the like natural products ; and then the discovery and gradual develop-

ment of the metalhirgic arts. Yet at Ihe same time it must not bo lost sight of that more

rudeness of workmanship is no evidence of anticjuity. Nothing can well be comeived of

more urlloss than some of the stone implements still iu use among savage tribes of America.


