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as to have greatly increased, at least for the present, the obsta*

clcs to an amicable arrangement.
It is morally impossible for the bulk of the people of any

country thoroughly to investigate a subject so complex as that

of the respective claims to the Oregon territory ; and, for ob-

vious reasons, it is much less understood by the great mass of

the population in England than in the United States. Every
where, when the question is between the country and a for-

eign nation, the people at large, impelled by natural and pa-

triotic feelings, will rally around their Government. For the

consequences that may ensue, those who are intrusted with
the direction of the foreign relations are alone responsible.

Whatever may be the cause, to whomsoever the result may
be ascribed, it appears from the general style of the periodical

press, that, with few exceptions, the people, both in Great
Britain and in the United States, are imbued with the belief

that the contested territory belongs exclusively to themselves,
and that any concession which might be made would be a
boon to the other party. Such opinions, if sustained by either

Government! and accompanied by corresponding measures,
must necessarily lead to immediate collisions, and probably to

war. Yet, a war so calamitous in itself, so fatal to the gener-
al interests of both countries, is almost universally deprecated,
without distinction of parties, by all the rational men who are

not carried away by the warmth of their feelings.

In the present state of excitement, an immediate amicable
arrangement is almost hopeless ; time is necessary before the

two Governments can be induced to recede from their extreme
pretensions. In the mean while, nothing, as it seems to me,
should for the present be done, which might increase the ex-
citement, aggravate the difficulties, or remove the only remain-
ing barrier against immediate collision.

The United States claim a right of sovereignty over the

whole territory. The pretensions of the British Government,
so far as they have been heretofore exhibited, though not ex-
tending to a claim of absolute sovereignty over the whole, are

yet such as cannot be admitted by the United States, and, if

persisted in, must lead to a similar result.

If the claim of Great Britain be properly analyzed, it will be
found that, although she has incidentally discussed other ques-
tions, she in fact disregards every other claim but that of actu-

al occupancy, and that she regards as such the establishment
of trading factories by her subjects. She accordingly claims a
participation in the navigation of the river Columbia, and
would make that river the boundary between the two Powers.
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