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aotiuii IH, l)v liiiii, inviitvl anil rfCDtnnKndt'rl.

TlioHi' ciiiisiiltTiitidiis li:i(l ^rt-al iiitliMiii'i^ ii|miii

tlint vole, ll will alHo lit^ leiiitiniliinrd I hat, iil

the ticiK! Ill' tliiif voir, iluTc was a joiiit rcsoUi-

tioii peiiiliii^ iit (!'iiiiiiiiM*T ol' llii! \Vli<<lt< on lilt'

.slate of the Hiiiiiii, dirfctiiirf the notin' to hv.

jrivni; Hiitl it was the winli ol' inaii}' ul' the

fritiKls of Ort'ijoii that llio two mt'asiirfs—llu*

bill arnl llic ihtticc—slionld he kept separate;

and I am asijitrrd that many who wi re llieii tor

the iiotico votod a;raiimt pultin:; it in the liill,

bp'^'"isc they I'lared that hotli meaHures would
bi) thereby eiidanirered. 'I'hey wiHlied taeli to

Htand scparutc I'miii llie other, and ii])oii its own
merits, so that the one Hhoiild not jeopard or

prejudire the other.

Ill ciiiinoxion willi this point of the oa.><e, I

hope I may Iw allowed to r«t'er to a speeeh made
by tho I'rosidtiiit in IH"-^), when a member of the

HiJUHe of Representatives, on the Hiibject of

Oregon. Ft mijrht be wise in IIib friends of Ure
jroi\ to look to that s[H'ecli; they may |)uSHibly

find enou&[li in it to inakt! them doubt, at least.

the fate of sueh a ttirrilcriiil bill as we m'lirht

prefer. I greatly (hsinr t see some eiricienl,

bonelieial le<rislatioii on this snbjeet. I want to

see onr cilixens tliere eiijoyinir the f.ill protection

of our lavvH. Jjow shall we aeeomplish that pur-

pose? f know of but one sure way, and thai is

the notiee as a first step, fjel us divest our-

selves of the shaeides of the treaty, and then

we can ieyislatc w iilioul the t'ear of vi. ..Jitjr

treatie.s. Wo never ran urirwnw a coinplcte yo-

vernuK^nt there, until tiie treaty is abro}rattd.

—

You may pass bills whieii will do sonie (jood;

you eaii now extend our laws over the riti/ens

of the territory, saving and exceptinj/ British

subjects; and you may allord protection to the

eini;Trant on his way t-. Oreiron. Uul it is

thought by many alile statesmen that you (taimot

give him a home after he gt t.s there while the

treaty exists, thougli I believe we can give him
lands prospeetively, to vest absolutely, after the

line shall have beiMi run betvveen the two yo-

vernments, or the one yields all to the other, in

which event no new line will be necessary. IJnt

if there is a serious doubt about it. let us solve

that doubt by abruaatiug the treaty, ll must
finally come to that in any reasonable contin-

gency.

If we should pass a comphle territorial bill,

our chances for war, 1 apprehend, would bo in-

creased. Lord Palinerston and Sir Robert Peel

have both declared thai sueli a bill would vio-

late the treaty. In debating that (juestion in the

British Parliament Lord Palmerston said :

"What has happened lately about that (Oresou)
question > Why, the Senate have actually passed
a hill for immediately taking forcible possession

of the whole of that territory; and the senator
who brought in that bill expressed his conviction

that the American claim on this territory would
immediately be acquiesced in by Gri at Britain, if

it was only urged in what he was pleased to call a

proper manner. It is impossible, I conceive, that

this bill should pn<«s the othrr branch of Jhi' JooHe

lature; hut if it were to puss, and to be^i^v t';i

U|>oii, it would b«; a deelaration of war. It 9, and
tie the invision and «-eizurc of a territory j^(,|' i)[\

pute by \irlue of a decree made liy one aai'tjis

parties in its own favor." _
\)r.\\\

To wliieh Sir Uobert Pool replied : fcaband

"'i'lie noble lord says Ihc adoption of tli» Hous
would bo a ease of war. I wi I not diHcus>)gB_.wl

tlietieal eases of war, when, as I l>avo Huij||iiig 11

executive government has signified to us ''"*^t, or

to maintain peace, and to effect a satisfartiffij,p'^[^,

jii'itmcnt of the question of the Oregon ter^
".^u

I trust in the assi,ranees of the, executive \^^'

'

nient; and I will not believe that it will i.'^"' '

^

consent to a legislative measure at variami^'*'"*'"

these us.^iuraiiees.'' ll* ', '|'

'Phiy are not alone in llie opinions the'*"."

advanced; iiiatiy of our own statesnu'U ''"**,|'^.^

similar views. In the disciisHion in the SeT* J
the. ITnitod Slates in l8'lH,on a bill kiu

Linn's bill, Mr. Calhoun said : . .

, ,
. dot C(jii

"Kven I, who believe that the prest^it >i'|^iv,

is disposed to peioe, that the recent niis:

thi' country originated in the spirit of pear

that Sir Robert Peel has exhibited great

and moderation—inodenition in the ini

splendiil success, and therefore more to be
—i!o not dovht she would resist if we shoul

this measure."

„B4,pin
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In that same speech Mr. Calhoun ^''^'I'l^^of ^h

"I am not however of opinion that Giciygie by

tain would declare war against us. if 1 nf"^ pywi

not. she is under the direction at this time o,^j| had
who are too sagacious and prudent to talig(jj|f,||ly

course. Hhe would probably consider Iho^^, s . c

at an end, and take possession adverse to usaaain at

of tiie whole territory, at least of the ''dltj^jirhieh

river. She would, at'the san»c time, take y^^are di

command that river by a strong fortili^ch l»;^

inanneil by a respectable garrison, and lea\,j|lz(.iis a

us to deciile whether we shall actjuiesce, i)i,||| of th

fiite, or attempt to dislodge her. To actuft^dvanl

under such circumstances, would be a virtii^ought

render of the territory. To negotiate wi,|&fexclu!

verse iind forcible possession against us. y^'tHtXy pr>

almost as hopeless; and to dislodge her at [Mi eithi

would, as has been shown, be impracticin|i|tiie

Such, in my opinion, would be the probaWiM»out

suit, should this bill be passed."
525f°'""

I do not intend to ho imderstxwd as ass^^^^gJI

to these opinions. I voted for the hill ^^^ ^f

Congress, under the belief that it did not ^g all b

our Treaty with Great Britain, nor do I tiyolve th

would. I am endeavoring lo show, lunlallon c

tliai soaie of the ablest stiitesmen in Blnglanoifra ini

well as in the United States, entertain thbl^n th

ninn that a territorial bill wtmld vit)late 'l"**^Ul
ty, and that war would be the conseque;JW

^^^^

war which would, in the minds of son^JiBtioi

least, carry with it the odium of bad fa'^Tits

on the part of this government—of a p^^n y
violation of existing treaties. I wish tO|Arap1

that imputation; I' wish to avoid, if ixxgjpbei

even the suspicion of a breach of feith. ||i[j^^®

have to fight, let us do it in a clear case; «Wer (

^.X.si--*..


