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m;iiiiic rhiiviicli'V, iiic larsi't'ly dcVi^lopcd, and tlii<y also occur willi almiidant uiolluscoiis

iciuains in Ilic noillicm pari ol' Vancouver Island. In the soutlicrn part ot'llic interior of

IJritish Columbia, not I'ar west ,>i' tin- Selkirk and Gold JJanties. rocks also oc, ur niicim-

lormahly overlying- the Carboniferous serit's. from which a few fossils, with little doubt.

beloni;'iiiu- to the same /Mpine Trias fauna havo been obtained ; ami it is further proba))le

, I, ;,!__;, s in California—the ureater part of the auriferous shales are attributable to this or

the succeeding Jurassic series.

In the QueenCharh.lte Islands, Vancouver Island, and on the mainland of the province,

however, the Triasic si-ries is laru'cly comjwsed of rocks of volcanic origin, some of which

have been lavas wliile others are aytilomerateor ash l)eds. made \\p of fraii'ments of iu'iieous

Muiterial. MKireorless perfectly stratiiied. These are min<4'le(l with schistdse and slaty rocks.

and in some jdaces with massive bluish lime-stone, di'posited during- i)erio(ls of tran(|uillity ;

and it will recjuire the most <'arefnl and systennitic examination tocomidelely separate this

IVom the underlyinu- strata. I have little doubt that tht> so-called 'poridiyroids ' of King's

Koipato group indicate an extension of similar volcanic activity over the loth parallel

region to the soutii.

A word mav l)e added with reference to the climatic conditions implied liy the !{i-d

r.eds of till- interior. The basin in which they were formed has not only been pretty <v.m-

pietelycut oil' from the ocean. l>ut the rate of evaporation of its waters must liave been

normally in exce.ss of that at which they were re-supplied by precipitation or draiiia->v

IVom neiuhboring lands. It is probable that at that time, as at the present day. west.'rly

winds prevailed in tliis part of the northern hemisi>hert\ ami. if the North I'a. iiic O.eaii

then existed, these would carry, as 1 iiey do now, an abundance of nn>ist ure and all'ofd a copious

rainiall on the west coast. As the laml barrier of the inland sea to the west cimiioi have

been of very great width, it mu.si have been of such heiuht as to .'au.se the almost complete

desiccation of these oceuni.' winds by pre.ipitation before they readied the area o( vupied by

thf Triiissic Mediterranean ; and this old mountain range, must, in British Columl)ia. have

occupied nearly the position of the Selkirk and Gold Ranges of to-day, at a time wiien tl.i-

K'ocky Mountain region proper was still a Hat expanse of Taheo/oic ro.ks.

fo the north, at the present time, between the .')4th and r>i;th parallels, the Cold b'aniiv

idmosl complelcly disappears, ami it is through this gap that the Triassic ocean must have

llowed eastward to the upper Peace River country and, perhaps, much farther east—though

the Cretac(>ous, and Laramie beds, occupying the flat country, render it impossible to

trace its deposits in that direction.
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