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however, ftated the cafe as to the po-
wer of making Peace or War, very
corredUy. He had faid, that fuch pow-
er (wilely, Mr. Addington thought
though the Hon., Gentleman doubted
it) was given to the Chief Magiftrate
of this country. 1f Peace was made
on terms inconfiftent with the honour
of this country, his Majelty’s advifers
in fuch cate would be deeply refponti-
ble to that Houte; that was a princi-
ple broadly ftated by the klonourable
Gentleman, and to that principle, Mv
Addingron fuid he was ready to accede,
bat the THon. Gentdeman had faid,
that Minifters were deeply refpaniible,
if it hould ‘appear that it was by their
condult this country was placed in
its prefent fitvarion.  To that he acee-
ded alfo, for minifters were deeply
refponiible, if it fhould appear that
the country was brought to {utfer from
any fault of theirs; he fhould therefore
fay, that Minifters would be refponfi-
‘ble indeed if it fhould appear that
they had deferted the principles on
which they Bad proceeded in tlie firft
inftance, and changed the motives
which aftuated them in recommen-
ding to his Majelty to conclude that
Treaty of Peace, which had been ap-
plauded, though in qualified terms by
the Hon. Gentleman; if they had
deferted thefe principles, and changed
thefe motives they would deferve and
meet with the  reprobation “of the
Houfe and of the Pablic ; but he could
affuze the Houle ‘there had been no
fuch change of motive or defertion of
principle.  There had been no difeus-
fion between his Majefty's Govern-
ment and France, that had not origi-
nated in the fpirit of Peace; all that
had been done on our part, had been
done with a purpofe of improving

Peace,  anid that wis the. fpirit with"

which they advifed his Majefty. to a-
dopt the conduct which he is now pur=
fuing in the negotiation with France,
~and herd he might be permitted to ob-
ferve, that he would "havd expelted
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the talents of the Hon. - Gentleman at
definition, would not have defirted
him on this important occafion, but
would have fuggefted to-him that thé
duty of a Member of Parliathent did
not compel him to tall much for infog-"
mation in the Houte of Commons pena -
ding a Negotiation.  'This was 2 fub-
je€t which had been difeuffed over and
over again in that Houfe, and withoit
one exception the Ifoufe had upon
fonnd conftitutional principles, difd”
claimed the right to interfere, or to
break in wpon Negotiation by the
Ixeccutive Government, the contrary. - .
to which would be highly dangerous,’
He appealed to the Houfe whether
the prudent confideration of reftraint,
pending a Negotiation, was not a
matter  perfe@ly  underftocd to be
conftitutional and wife 7 With refpe&: -
to the motion now before the Houfle,
the Hon..Gentleman had exprefled
nothing but an unqualificd approba~
tion; hé had indeed faid, that if a

motion were made for ‘a larger num- -

ber of Seamen, he fhould fupport it
and therefore he fhould have no ob-

fervation to make on that part of the '

Speech of the Hon: Gentleman: he
would only add, that he. begged the -
Houfe to remember that he - did hold
Government to be deeply refpounfible’
for all they had done; he trufted it
would be found that they had never
deferted their principles,” but that”
they had purfued a courfe at once Grm
and moderate—-moderate, not to pu- .
fillanimity, - but to prudénce,. not to’
compromife odrown interefts, but to
attain fecurity, and preferve our- ho- -
nour. . : o

Mr. DENT thought the number now .
propofed too fmall. . Iie lamented the
effeét which the prefent courfe of pub-
lic: affairs had on public credit.” He.
thought the prefent vote inadequate
to that end, and therefore he fhould
1nove, - that inftead . of. 10,000 there
thould .be £5,000 men *voted for-this,
fervice: =~ ool




