MAJOR LITTLEHALES VISITS PHILADELPHIA

becomes a fruit of the colour and near the size of a magnum bonum plum,
the seeds resembling a melon. The flower is on a short foot stalk, one or
two sitting between the leaves. They grow near the roots of old trees in
good land. The fruit is ripe in August. Manitou means the “ Evil Spirit”
or “ Devil " in the Iroquois language; Niche is “ friend,” and sago “ How
do-yon-dc These are the Indian words I have learnt

Sun. Nov. 4th—We have had a great many whitefish. They are canght
here from October to April. In summer they go into deeper water. They
are most exquisitely good. We all think them better than any other fresh
or salt water fish; they are so rich that sauce is seldom eaten with them,
but it is a richness that never tires, it is of so delicate a kind. They are
usually boiled, or set before the fire in a pan with a few spoonfuls of
water and an anchovy, which is a very good way of dressing them. The
sturgeon are about six feet long. Those that are caught here are infinitely
better than those which go to the sea; cooks who know how to dress
parts of them, cutting away all that is oily and strong, make excellent
dishes from sturgeon, such as mock turtle soup, veal cutlets, ete., and it
is very good roasted with bread crumbs. The Hth Regt. have caught 100
sturgeon and 600 whitefish in a day in nets

A great many settlers come daily from the United States, some even
from the Carolinas, about W00 miles. Five or six hundred miles is no
more considered by an American than moving to the next parish is by an
shman. Capt. Duncan has sent me the horse I rode to Mr. Frazier's
I'albot went with Coll. Butler to distribute presents to the Indians
at Buffalo Creek, near Buffalo. He bought a very pretty fawn skin of one
of them for me, and I made it into a tippet He also brought me a cake
of dried hurtleberries made by the Indians, which was like Irwin's patent
black currant lozenges, but tastes of smoke

The Indians make very long speeches at their councils. One of them,
named Cowkiller, spoke for five hours in a late debate between them and
the people of the United States

I have seen some translations of speeches, full of well-expressed, fine
sentiments, marking their reliance on the Great Spirit. They appear to
have great energy and simplicity in their speeches

Nore.—Buffalo Creek is south of Buffalo City, near New Am

sterdam, and four miles above Fort Schlosser

Cowkiller was a Seneca Chief, and a speaker at a council meeting
February 7th, 1794, at Buffalo Creek

Mon. Nov. ith—The ships sail for Kingston this week, and remain
there closed up by the ice in that harbour until April. The Governor will
now have less to write, and, 1 hope, fewer headaches. The winter express
indeed will afford an opportunity of sending some despatches. It arrives
here from Quebec late in January, and after going to Detroit returns here;
it was established for the use of the merchants, and travels on snowshoes,
coming by way of Fort Oswego. Capt. Stevenson has gone to England,
and Mr. Littlehales to Philadelphia, to see Mr. Hammond, the British
Ambassador to the United States

NorTe.—George Hammond was =ent in 1791 by Lord Grenville,
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, to Philadelphia to act as Minister
plenipotentiary to the United States. Although only twenrty-eight,
Hammond was the first British minister accredited to the United
States. Thomas Jefferson, the American Secretary of State, re-

garded his arrival as a “friendly movement.” The conflicting claims
of the two countries in giving effect to the Treaty of 1783 involved
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