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society, and under all the various moral 
and intellectual conditions attaching to 
particular men, an infinite variety of char­
acters, personal and national, will be pro­
duced ; a variety ranging from the highest 
human grandeur down to the very verge 
of the grotesque. But these characters, 
with all their variations, will go beyond 
their sources and their ideal only as the 
rays of light go beyond the sun. Human­
ity, as it passes through phase after phase 
of the historical movement, may advance 
indefinitely in excellence ; but its advance 
will be an indefinite approximation to the 
Christian type. A divergence from that 
type, to whatever extent it may take place, 
will not be progress, but debasement and 
corruption. In a moral point of view, in 
short, the world may abandon Christian­
ity, but it can never advance beyond it. , 
This is not a matter of authority, or even 
of revelation. If it is true, it is a matter 
of reason as much as anything in the 
world.”

I went on to dwell on the freedom of the 
Christian type of character as embodied in


