
LIFE IN THE TRENCHES

support trenches exist back to about 1000 
yards.

Communicating trenches run from front to 
rear, crossing the support trenches. Here and 
there a communicating trench runs right back 
out of the danger zone, and these long trenches 
are at times divided into “in” trenches, and 
“out” trenches. Shorter communicating 
trenches run from support to fir'rg lines. 
These different trenches give the ground, from 
above, the appearance of an irregular checker 
board.

The front wall of the trench is called the 
parapet, and the rear wall, the parados. Above 
the trenches, on the intervening ground, is 
overland. In the bottom of the trenches, when 
the water has not washed them away, are 
trench mats, or small, rough board walks. 
Sometimes the mud or sand walls of the trench 
are supported by revetments of wire or wood.

No Man’s Land is the area between the fir­
ing lines of the opponents. It is a barren area 
of shellholes, barbed wire, and desolation, and 
may be from forty yards to 800 or more yards 
wide. Commonly, on standing fronts its width 
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