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CHAPTER XXIL

THE MISSIONARY PROGRESS OF THE
YEARS—HOME- AGAIN.

,“For the road leads home,
Sweet, sweet home!
Oh, who would mind the journey,
When the road leads home?”
—J. M. Gray.

It is less than a short lifetime since, in the year
1864, we received into church membership, at our

Nanaimo Mission, Kook-shin (Kicking Foot) and
his wife—our first Indian converts. Since then
thousands have heard the Gospel, vast numbers of
whom have received the truth, and many Tave lived
devoted lives for years, while some have passed

of everlasting life.

Many hundreds still live, and prove by their sin-
cerity and devotion, and the zeal with which some of
them endeavor to bring others into the light, the
reality of their Christian profession.

A glance at their villages will show the change
which has taken place, for there is a marked contrast -
between the old heathen lodges and their new and
neat Christian homes.

In 1872-3 we reported 108 Indian members in
British Columbia, of whom 18 were at Victoria, 36
at Nanaimo, 4 at New Westminster and 5o at Chilli-

wack,  To-day we have, m our Indian work, 32
241

’

away, leaving a bright testimony of a blessed hope - -




