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1498. the first of August he discovered the continent at

wlthe"^" 1'^^^2i Firma. Sailing along the coast westwardly,

continent With the Continent on the left, he discoveredMargarin
oLimerica.

j-g^^ 'j^jjg Spaniards, finding that the oysters, brought

by the inhabitants of this island on board the ship

of Columbus, contained pearls, wer^ inexpressibly

delighted ; and, hastening to the shore, found all the.

natives decked in these rich ornaments, which they.

disposed of to the Spaniards for mere trifles.^

. Columbus, having discovered many other islands;

for two hundred leagues to Cape Vela, anchored

on the twentieth off Hispaniola. * Qn the thirti-

eth he entered the Karbour at that island, where
the lieutenant, agreeably to his brother's advice,

had appointed a new city to be built. ' Until this

year, Isabella had been the chief place of the resi-

dence and government of the Spanish colony ; but

Kt.Dom;n- the capital was now transferred to this new city ;
gobecomes which was loug the most considerable European
'*'" "^"'^-

settlement in the New World. '

In the absence of the admiral, Roldan, a man o£

obscure birth,'' and of base character, though now,

liigh in office, had separated himself from Bartho-

lomew Columbus, and formed a faction. He had
virulently aspersed the characters, and misrepre-

sented the designs, of the two brothers. He had
sent his scandalous charges in writing to the court

of Spain ; intending to prevent, ifpossible, the return

of Christopher Columbus, and to destroy the autho-
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