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SOMG, to 'whom I had shown my Journai in manuscript, have thought
that I had, now and then, expressed my feelings too unguardedly against

some of the subjects of Great Britain, and some of my own countrymen.
In consequence of this friendly remark, I have struck out a few
passages, but have nut been able to comply with all the wishes of my
con>iexions. But, alter all, had a political cant phrase or two been omit«

ted. some good people would have been gratiPud, and the publication

not the worse for it. I have severely suffered, felt keenly, anil express-

ed myself honestly, and without malice I may not have made due al'

lowance for the conduct of certain officers and agents. I may not have
entered, as far as 1 oue^ht, into their situations; and there might have
been reasons and excuses, that ray chafed feelings prevented me from
attending to. If so, the coul and candid reader both here, and on the
other side the athntic, will make that allowance which I could hardly
make myself I must, nevertheless, maintain, that I have expressed the
feelings of the moment, and cannot now honestly alter my language; for

whenever my soul culls up many occurrences in my captivity, m^ tongue
and my pen will be found the laithful organs of my feelings.

I have endeavored to give due credit to the humane conduct of severe

al sailors, soldiers, and private subjects of the enemy But, if, at this

period of peace, when it may be supposed that resentment was cooled
down, I try to obliterate the impressions made by ci uelty and by cotI'

tempt, and find I cannot then must the reader take it as a trait of the
imperfect character of a young man, on whose mind adversity has not
had its best effect.

If an animosity actually exists between the Bnglish and Americans,
do you mend the mittcr by denying tlie fact? This aniuiosily has been
avowed to exist, within a few months past, in the parliament of England.
The following article is extracted from a London paper. In a debate,
(Feb I4th, 1816) a member said, *'the spirit of animosity in America,
would justify an increase of the naval force in the West Indies.*' This
called up Lord Castlereagh, who said—•' .\8 to .\merica, if it is said

great prejudices exist there against us, it must be recollected that great
prejudices exisi here against her. It was," he said, '* his most ardent
wish to discountenance this feeling on both sides, and to promote be-
tween the two nations feelings of reciprocal amity and regard

"

What ha« occasioned this avowed animosity in us towards the British ?

Our merchants, generally, feel not this animosity : neither is it to be
found, in a great degree, amongst our legislators How came we bv ill

Oar sailors and our soldiers, who have been in British prisons, and on
hoard Britisii men of war, and transports, have brought with them this

animosity home to their families and their friends. They tell them their
own stories in their own a.'tless, and sometimes exaggerated way, and
these are reported with, probably, hi^h coloring, whereas, 1 have made
it a point of honor, a matter of conscience, and a rule of justice, to ad-
here to truth ; and am contented that the British reader should s.tv all

that fairness admits, to soften down the coloring of some pictures of Brit-
ish barbarity, provided he does not attempt to impeach my veracity.

Beside individual animosity, there may possibly be a lurking national

one, thinly covered over with the fashionable mantle of courtesy The
conflicting interests of the two nations may endanger peace. The source
of national aggrandizement in both nations, is commerce ; and the higlt

road to tliem the ocean. We and the British are travelling the same
way, ill keen pursuit of the same objects ; and it is scarcely probable,
that we shall be preserved in a state of peace by abstract love of justice.

I have been disposed to allow that the conduct of our oountrymen^
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