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stopped me, and begged me to pardon the excess of

despair into which they had fallen ; they promised me
with tears, that tliey would no longer j)>ovoke Heaven

by their murmurs and impatience, and that they wovdd

redouble their efforts, to prerci ve a life of which God,

alone, and not th"v, was Master to dispose of it. Each

one immediately resumed Ids ordinary occupation ; I

went to tlie woods willi my two comrades, and, when

we got back, the other two went for the wood we had

cut. When all were again together, I told them that,

having still wine enough for two or three INTasses, it

would be well for me to celebrate one, to ask, of the

Holy CJhost, the strength and light which we needed.

The weather cleared on the 5th of January ; I chose

that day to say the ^lass ; scarcely had I finished it,

when INIr. "\'aillant and Foucault, the chief steward, a

strong and vigorous man, informed us of their resolu-

tion to go and look for the longboat. I greatly praised

their zeal in exposing themselves thus for their com-

panions. However wc may be situated, we like praise

;

self-love never leaves us but with life. They had not

been gone two hoiu-s, when we saw them coming back

with a contented air, which made us believe that they

had some good news to tell us ; this conjecture was not

false, for Mr. Vaillant said, that, after walking an hour

with Foucault, they had perceived a little cabin and

two bark canoes ; that, on entering, they had found

seals, fat, and an axe, which they brought off, and that

impatience to announce this to their companions, had

prevented their going further. I was in the wood

when tb.ey eame back ; the Sieur de Senneville ran to

tell me of the discovery which Mr. Vaillant and Fou-


