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by elevating these small iiiid unimportant communities into a society having
some objects of a national importance, and by thus giving their inhabitants a
country which they will be unwilling to see absorbed even in one more powerful.

While I believe that the estal 'shment of a comprehensive system of Govern-
ment, and of an ctfectual Union uetween the different Provinces, would produce
this important effect on the general feelings, of their inhabitants. I am inclined

to attach very great importance to the inQuunce which it would have in giving
*

greater scope and satisfaction to the legitimate ambition of the most active and
prominent persons to be found in them. As long as personal ambition is

inherent in human nature, and as long as the morality of every free and civilized

community encourages its aspirations, it is one great business of a wise Govern-
ment to provide for its legitimate dcvclopcmcnt. If, as it is commonly asserted,

the disorders of these Colonies have, in great measure, been fomented by the

influence of designing and ambitious individuals, this evil will best be remedied
by allowing such a scope for the desires of such men as shall direct their ambi-
tion into the legitimate chance of fathering, and not of thwarting their Govern-
ment. By creating high prizes in a general and responsible Government, wo
shall immediately afford the means of pacifying the turbulent ambitions, and of
employing in worthy and noble occupations the talents which now are only

exerted to foment disorder. We must remove from these Colonies the cause to

which the sagacity of Adam Smith traced the alienation of the Provinces which
now form the United States : we must provide some scope for what he calls
" the importance of the leading men in the Colony," beyond what he forcibly

terms the present " petty prizes of the paltry rafllc of Colonial faction." A
general Legislative Union would elevate and gratify the hopes of able and
aspiring men. They would no longer look with envy and wonder at the great

arena of the bordering federation, but see ihc means of satisfying every legiti-

mate ambition in the high offices of the Judicature and Executive Government
of their own Union.
Nor would a union of the various Provinces be less advantageous in facilita-

ting a co-operation for various common purposes, of which the want is now very

seriously felt. There is hardly a department of the business of Government which
does not require, or would not be better performed, by being carried on under the

superintendence of a general government ; and when we consider the political

and commercial interests that are common to these Provinces, it appears diffi-

cult to account for their having ever been divided into separate Governments,

since they have all been portions of the same empire, subject to the same
crown, governed by the same laws and constitutional customs, inhabited, with

one exception, by the same race, contiguous and immediately adjacent to

each other and bounded along their whole frontier by the terittories of the same
powerful and rival state. It would appear that every motive that has induced

the union of various Provinces into a single state exists for the consolidation of

these Colonies, under a common legislature and executive. They have the

same common relation to the Mother Country—the same relation to foreign

nations. When one is at war, the others are at war ; and the hostilities

that are caused by an attack on one must seriously compromise the welfare of

the rest. Thus the dispute between Great Britain and the State of Maine ap
pears immediately to involve the interests of none of these Colonies, except

New Brunswick or Lr.wer Canada, to one of which the territory claimed by us

must belong. But if a war were to commence on this ground it is most proba-

ble that the American government would select Upper Canada as the most

vulnerable, or, at any rate, as the easiest point of attack. A dispute respecting

the fisheries of Nova Scotia would involve precisely the same consequences^

An union for common defence against foreign enemies is the natural bond oi'

connection that holds together the great communities of the world ; and be-

tween no parts of any kingdom or state is the necessity for such an union more
obvious than between the whole of these Colonies.

Their internal relations furnish quite as strong motives for Union. The Post

Office is, at the present moment, under the management of the same Imperial

establishment. If, in compliance with the reasonable demands of the Colonies,

the regulation of a matter so entirely of internal concern, and the revenue de-

rived from it, were placed under the control of the Provincial Legislatures, it

would still be advisable that the management of the Post Office, throughout

the whole of British North America, should be conducted by one general cs-


