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A SOOTOHMAN'S OPINION.

A Hpec.iiil ('orrt'spon<l»'nt of Mic (i/KSffmr Hcvilrl visited im-

Rc^ina district, p'lyi'ig mjm'cjuJ jitt«'iition to the crofter ^eltl^'^l^T1i

north of Kej^ina. We regret we are not able to publi-sh (he

wliole article, but inakt! a few extracts from his report as follown,

andor ilato Regina, August IS, I.^MS: —
" Intermediate us regards time ol" settlement and experi<Mic.«;.

but further west than either the PerK'aii Lake oi" the Pijxstone

Creiik colony, is the L'roiip of crofters planted in l.S»S.') some
sixteen or tdirhteen miles to tile north of this pretty and ambi-

tious little city. Regina is .*}')() miles from Winnipeg on tho

Canadian Pju-ific llailway line, ami comprised only a f<»w navvies'

and labourers' tents and a " general stoin? " or so when the line

was opened to this point just Hvt^ yeais jigo It now Iwus a popu-

lation of over a thousand, three good hotels, sever.d well-stocked

shops and some other fine buildings. Jt is tlm capital not oidv

of tho district of A.ssiniboia, but also of the North- West Ti^rn-

tories, and as such is the official residence of Lieutenaiit-dovornor

Royiil, whose authority exteiuls from Manitoba U^ the Rocky
Mountains and from the American boundary up to the Arctic

Norih. It is the liead(piartt^rs to of the Indian Commissioner aid
of the North-West Mounted Police, a small army that it? chiefly

employed in protecting and c<mtr(>lling the .straggMng remains of

the original inhabitants of the country in their dealings with the

white intruders. Regina, therefore, is likely to become ime of

the great centres of activity in the vast prairic! land which is

now being slowly peopled, and for whose products markets are

being opened up, in the south, east, and west. The prairie land

around it, moreover, is exceptionally favoui'aVile for cultivation,

its rich soil having a slight mixture of clay, en<aigh to give it

firmness without toughness, and there being a sufficiency of v/ood

and scrub to afford a little shelter from the keen wind of winter.
" In some lespects the position of the crofters near Regina

differs flom that of their fellows near Moosomin, and also further

east »ind more to the south, near Killarney. The land is admirably
adapted for grain crops, but it is as suitable for st<ick rearing and
garden produce, and of these opportunities the shrewder settlers,

especially those blessed with thrifty wives and handy children,

are taking advantage. The most prosperous among them, Donald
McFadyen, has twenty-four or twenty-five head of cattle. Two
others have about 20 head apiece. Four others have good herds,
and nearly all the rest have enough handsome beasts, with calves
growing up, to enable them to send one now and then to market.


