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and oflnu* in Hirtk'. In tlie ottico is a clerk, Mf. William Ora-
liaui, Hon of tlu' late Indian agent, Mr. James (Jrahani, who was
well known to oMcr residents in Winnipe;.^. 'IMie ofHee seemed
to present the appearance of good order, and all information

sought was cheerfully given. There are eleven bands in the

agency It does nr)t seem easy to keep such close supervision

as in the western agencies. The heavy expenditine on Indian
art'fiirs no doulit forl>ids the inereast' of officials beyond the pn;-

stuit staff. But it must nevertheless be said that unli'ss the In-

dian can 1)0 kept on liis re.servc; there is little hoj)e of civilizing

or christianizing him. Mr. Markle has a good rt^putation in

the l»irtle district, and seeuis obliging and painstaking.

rs THK INDIAN DYINC OKF ?

Tills agency seems to supply some facts on tliis (piestion. Of
the eleven bands in the agency three have increa.sed veiy

slightly during the past year, the total being 13 of an increase.

Six have decreased seriously, making a total of {]'). Three
bantls have ijeen stationary. Now this is on a total of som«.'

l,7!)() Indians, so that, on the whole, of the eleven bands there

is a deci-e.ise in jfopulation of about 8 per cent in a single year.

Even the civilized Sioux of tlie Bird-tail reserve have decreased

'J;'j per cent. As formerly noted t);- I'e is in these statistic-^ a

disturbing element in the fact that changes take j>Iace from
one reserve to anothei", yet taking the arcva of a whoh- agency
the error is nrobablv very slii^lit. The Sioux do not seem to

be a robust race, and are like the Assiniboines of Indian Head
in their tendency to fail before the white man. But in a
number of the bands there is no ditticulty in finding out the

cause. Immorality lies at the loot of the evil. In the

i>an<ls north and north-west of Birtle the loathsome disea.ses.

too disgraceful to be natned, which are prevalent tell why the

red man is tadini:- away. Christianity is the only agency t'nat

can arrest the evil. The white man has brought his vices

among the Indians, he is bound to supply to him the g^jsj^el

which ahme can make noble, free and pure.


