
4i8 THE PROPHECIES OF JEREMIAH.

prophets were not inspired to express their thoughts 
and feelings in a modern English dress, it is superflu
ous to inquire whether Jeremiah was morally justified 
in using these poetic formulas of imprecation. To 
insist on applying the doctrine of verbal inspiration to 
such a passage is to evince an utter want of literary 
tact and insight, as well as adhesion to an exploded 
and pernicious relic of sectarian theology. The prophet’s 
curses are simply a highly effective form of poetical 
rhetoric, and are in perfect harmony with the imme
morial modes of Oriental expression; and the under
lying thought, so equivocally expressed, according to 
our ways of looking at things, is simply that his life 
has been a failure, and therefore it would have been 
better not to have been born. Who that is at all 
earnest for God’s truth, nay, for far lower objects of 
human interest and pursuit, has not in moments of 
despondency and discouragement been overwhelmed 
for a time by the like feeling ? Can we blame Jeremiah 
for allowing us to see in this faithful transcript of his 
inner life how intensely human, how entirely natural 
the spiritual experience of the prophets really was ? 
Besides, the revelation does not end with this initial 
outburst of instinctive astonishment, indignation and 
despair. The proem is succeeded by a psalm in seven 
stanzas of regular poetical form—six quatrains rounded 
off with a final couplet—in which the prophet’s thought 
rises above the level of nature, and finds in an over
ruling Providence both the source and the justification 
of the enigma of his life.

I. “ Thou enticedst me, Iahvah, and I was enticed,
Thou urgedst1 me, and didst prevail !
I am become a derision all the day long.
Every one mocketh at me.

1 Ex. xii. 33 ; Isa. viii. 11 ; Ezek. iii. 14; Jer. xv. 17.


