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" The writer of this comnuiniration estimates tlmt a cable could be laid on route No, 8 for aboiit

1,300,000<., but thiH, hostfttt-'N, would depend upon itn jiroving possible to find an availiible and Hufe

inid-Htation Ijetween Honolulu and Fiji. Ho further strtt'js that niaintunance on tins or any route

cannot under present conditions be guarantee! by this firm.

4th. Mr. Francis A. Bowen, 3, Tokonham Huildingf, King's Anns Yard, Lor i, setids a proposal

dated 20th Octubor 1894. This gentleman for himself luid liis aa«i>ciates "iters tf> construct and

submerge a cable on any route which may be selected for 20(i/. per knot of G0N2-6t) feet. The

offer presents itself to me as being in an exceedingly and>igu(>us form, as there is nothing to show

what the ti'tal cost may be on any route, and there is no e.xplan ition as to how the total cost is to

be ascertained, whether the number of knots shull be roi koned on the actual distance between

stations, or on the len'.'th of cable payed out ; noi i.s it clear tliat the price stated includes the cost

of buildings, iiisttumentfl, &c., mor-over, iind to m_ mini the most le'ious obje tioii to this offer is

tlie specification of the core to be used; the weight of copi)er and gutta-percha appears to lie

designed to be the same tlirougliout without reference to the lenifth of sections to be spanned. As
specified the core would \x-. U)o liglit for the long section and unnecessarily heavy for the shorter

sections. Mr. Bowen places the additional cbirge for maintenance at 237,OOUi. for Uie three

years.

5th. The India-rubber, Gutta-percha, and Telegraph Works Company refer 'to the invitati'-a for

proposals under Form " C," tiiat is, on the ba.sis of a traffic guarantee. This company is unable to

make a firm offer under this form ; tliey, however, submit an estimate in the following words :

—

" For your guidance, we may state that in our opinion a 25 years' annual guarantee, payable quarterly
" of the following amounts, as placed against the respective routes should suflice for the effective

" establishment and r linf 'uauce of ihe cable."

Route No. 1

Route No. 2
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184,000

197,000

There i« no other reference in any of the replies received to the establishment of the trans-Pacific

telegraph under a Government traffic guarantee (Form C.) and none whatever to the formation

of a company to carry out the undertaking under a Government subsidy (Form B ).

With respeet to the matter of soundings referred to in the first, second, and third communications

above noticed, I would Only remark that it would re(|uire soundings to be taken in a very

comprehensive manner to give even an approach to a full knowledge of the sea-bed, and that it

would involve much cost and prolonged delay. However valuable such a survey would undoubtedly

prove ij a scientific point of view, it is by no means indispensable to the laying of a cable or to its

effectual maintenance. Cables have been laid and successfully laid when no such comprehensive

surveys have been effected
;
indeed, the best information goes to show that a large proponion of

cables at present submerged have been laiil without any precise and detailed knowledge of the

sea- floor. The majoiity of such cables are, I believe, in good working order, and few of them have

ever required any gieat expenditure tor repairs. Be i..\ that as it may, the Government is now in

jMi-ssession of definite offers from firms of tlie highest standing and widest experience to lay the

Pacific cable on any one of the eight routes specified. All the soundings rec|uired for securely and

successfully laying the cable are to be mnde by the contractors themselves during the time occupied

in manufacturing it, and so satisfied are they on this and all other points that they are (juite ready

to enter into contract to complete the undertaking and guarantee its maintenance for three years

for a definite sum.

There are four regular tenders according to Form " A.," accompanied by ample details and full

information on all essential jx)ints. After carefully and criliciilly examining and comparing them,

I beg leave to submit tlie following abstract :

—

Regular Tenderm.

Form A. The cable to bo owned nnd controlled by Government ; to be worked under Government
authority ; and to be kept in repoir by the contractor for three years.

No. 1. From Siemens Bros. & Co., 12, Queen Ann's CJate, Westminster, London.

No. 2. From the Fowler-Waring Cable Co., North Woolwich, London.

No. 3. From the W. T. Henley Telegraph Works Co., 27, Martin's Lane, Cannon Street, London,

and North Woolwich.
No. 4. From the India-rubber, Gutta-percha, and Telegraph Work* Co., 106, Cannon Street,

London, and Silvertown.

These tenders are baaed on the general conditions prescribed ; they include in each case the

manufacture and laying of the cable ;
the providing of station buildings and instruments for the use

of the operating staflf ; likewise the maintenance and repoir of the entire length of the cable for u

period of three years after the whole line shall have been completed and put in operation,
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