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3 T myself might do if in Lower Canada
I was enacted that no one should have a
Tight to vote except he could speak and
Wrte in ths French language. I would
Consider that exceedingly unfair towards
€ people who speak my own language,
and T would be perhaps quite as indignant
35 the hon. gentleman. That is a remote
Contingency, and I only mention it inci-
€ntally ; it is not at all likely to occur;
Ut suppose female suffrage introduced in
any province what would the hon. gentle-
Man with his strong feeling on the subject
think?  Why of course he would feel
Strongly and express himself strongly on
at point, and 1 rejoice with him that that
Clause was not persevered in as it appeared
0 the original Bill, but I mention it to
Show that although strong reasons may not
€Xist at present the danger if not immedi-
ate may be pending.
My hon. friend from the city of Halifax
Spoke upon the subject of the Bill, and as
€ always does spoke with a great deal of
acuteness and entered very fully into some
Points. My hon. friend, is as I may say,
the analyst of the Opposition. His power
fanalysis is very great, and his observation
1S quick, and he has on various occasions
"endered essential services not merely in
-JOvernment measures but in measures
Introduced by private membersin analyzing
Oills that were submitted here and discover-
Ingdefectsthatexisted. 1tisavery important
unction of the Opposition, no doubt, to
Chticise every measure, and it is a very
Mportant thing to have men capable of
Olng so.  But when my hon. friend, if he
Will permit me to call him so, comes to
€al with Government measures he re-
Minds one very much of a naturalist who
as 2 new creature—some hew insect to
€Xamine. He places it in a strong light
Under a powerful microscope, and he dis-
Covers everything in connection with it
and is able to, and does, examine it with
€ most minute care. That being the
€ase, my hon. triend possessing the power
and the ability to deal with matters in that
Way, I think ‘it is saying a great deal for
this Bill that he was able to urge so little
:‘gamst it. He had very little to say on
‘ € subject. He left the bill almost un-
Ouched except upon one point—I mean
Ny material point—and on that point I
:’e;lture to say he was mistaken. His
clerence was to the government of the

United States. It is true as he says that
the United States have adopted the fran-
chise in several states instead of making a
uniform franchise for the election of all
federal officers, but he fails, I think, to per-
ceive the difference between this Domin-
ion and the United States. Canada does
not stand in the same relation to the prov-
inces as the federal government of the
United States does to the several states.
There the rights are delegated by the states
to the Central Government: under our
constitution the converse of the propo-
sition is true—the Crown with us is supreme,
and power not delegated remains with the
Dominion. Therefore the argument he
would draw from the United States, prac-
tice I think is not well-founded seeing
the condition of things is different.
The subject of this Bill has now been for
a long time before the public. There has
been great divergence of opinion as to
what the franchise should be, and for the
last eight weeks or more the measure has
occupied the time of the Commons.
There was‘ a sound of revelry by night,”
and my hon. friend from Ottawa would
be disposed to say, not that ¢ music arose
with its voluptuous swell,” but with its
“ patriotic swell.” He believes the whole
thing was a patriotic effort.  Whatever
was patriotic in it, I think, was shared by
those who supported, as well as those who
opposed, the measure. A struggle, in
which physical endurance was the promi-
nent feature, has been played out to the
close. It was not, I thought, a very
edifying spectacle, but I suppose it may
have its uses as both parties have resorted
to the expedient at different times. There
were intervals, however, in which the
voice of reason was heard, and much
light thrown upon the subject. Iam, I
confess, unable to see that a perfectly
just franchise, scientifically accurate, 1s
attainable ; the most that can be hoped
for is an approximate estimate of social
value on the basis of property, and pos-
sibly educated intelligence. So far as I
am capable of judging I believe that the
franchise provided for in the Bill before
us, if not theoretically perfect, will be
found suitable to the condition of things
throughout the Dominion at large, and
embrace substantially all to whom the
right should be entrusted.  But this
branch of the Bill has heen fully and



