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lous criticisms that have been made by
political partizens, and in contending
that because a conmercial Lruaty is
very advantageous for ion party, t
does not ftllow that it viy not be
equally god for the other. I -'s very
easy to fancy things thatmght aivan-
tageously have been included or omitted
in any such arrangement-but, i t must
be always borne in mind that, when
two parties sit down to make a bar'ain
the result arrived ai cannot he what
each desires to obtain, but what both
will consent to. Th merit or demerit
of every such compact muast therefore
be tested by looking at it in its boar-
ings as a whole, and not by minute
dissection of minor points. I shal not
waste time by entering inut any ela-
borate argument as to the advantages
which must flow from throwing down
the barriers in the wa of international
commerce betweon two ciountries :s<o
contiguous to each other as are the
United States and this Dominion. Wc
have ample proof of this iii the coin-
mercial history of Great Britain since
the union of the three kiungdoms. We
have it still more markedly in the
great material results directly flowing
from the free interchange of 'oducts
between the several States of the neigh-
bouring Republie. And nowhere can
be found a more gratifying iliustration
of the grand results that flow from
commercial freedom than we have in
the progress ofour own Donjîtion since
the accomnplishment of Conederation.
Tuough the customs barriens against
inte-tratlhi between B.N. A. Province
have only been renved since July
1867, the united foreign commerce ef
the Provinces has risen from annnal
average for thirteen years beoe cen-
federation of $115.0)0,000, to the eno:-
mous amoun't ir. the sevent bc ve afer
it, of $2 40,000,00J. Twe'tr e ycars
ago the subjet of commIerial recipro-
city was, I belleve, quite a wecli if it
botter understood by the people of Cau-
ada than it is now. It is twent-oeî
years sirce the Tireaty of 1851t weit itto
operatioi; but it took > years t-o
negotiate it, and durin, that time di
peoplo Of tLe Provinces bec'ae
thoroughly conversant with the vari-
eus advantages whieh flow froin such
arrangements ; and if the statesmen
who conducted the negotiations ct ihose

years were present to-day, they would
hear with istonishnent that any mem-
ber of this chamber entertained a
doubt as to the enormous advantage
whicih must accrue to both conuntries
from the consummation ofeuch a Treaty
as that which has been recently dis-
cussed. It is only nine Vears since the
old Tre!ay of 1851 was brought to a
clby the action of the United States

Gove rnment. The wonderful success
which attended that Treaty, is shown
by the fet that the interchange of
traffic between thce Uniteu States and
the British North American Provinces,
during the thirteen years of its con tin-
uance increased roim $.33,000,009 in the
year imediately preceding that i n
which the Trcaty went into operatorn,
to no less thnn $34,000,0uO ii 18G-
the year in vhicb it w:se repealed.
Sine~ 186 thore have been several
negotiations with the United States for
the renewal of tie olit Treaty. I will
briefly refer to each of them, not for
the purpose o. drawing invidions coi-
parisons.,-for I hope nothing wiIl cross
my lips to-day to excite p.rty feeling
-but simply ior the purpose of show-
ing clearly the past hhitory and present
position of the Reciproeity question.
Such questions ns this, should, I think,
be regarded froin a higher point thanj
that of mere partianship. We aire all
alike concerned in the prosperity of
our foreign commerce, and in securing
good relations with our powerful
neighbours -and to these enIs we
should aIl heartily contribute, what-
ever party nay [e in power, or cihargod
witl the negotintions. In the negotia-
tions of 1835-- for a renewal of the
Tre0ty, olfers were nade to the
Aierican Governimet by our then
Finanuce Minister, Sir A. T. Galt, which,
in my opinion, ougit iot to have been
iade. The Goverinent then existing

in Canada was the Coalition Govern-
ment, formew. I in 1864 for the special
purpose of rrying eonfederation of
the whluee Ikitish North American
Provinces. 1 was a memxber of that
Covernnent-and, as is well known,
it w.as in e-nsequence of the policy
adopted by my cleagues in the con-
dut cn i' iproeity negotiation

îthat 1 flt eompeiled to resign my
position as Presilent of the Executive
Council. I resigned hiecause I f'elt very
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