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lous criticisms that have been made by
political partizans, and in contending
that becaunse a commercial lreaty is
very advaniageous for one party, it
does mnot follow that it muy not be
equally goud for the other. {ils very
easy to fancy things thatmight advan-
tageously Lave been included or omittedl
inany such arrangement—but it st
be always bornein mind that, when
two parties sit down to make a bargain
the result arrived at cannot be what
each desires to obtain, but what hoth
will consent to. The meritor demerit
of every such compact must thevefore
be tested by looking at it in its beur-
ings as a whole, and not by minute
dissection of minor points. I shall not
waste time by entering into any ela-
borate argument as to the advantages
which must flow from throwing dowu
the barriers in the way of interaationul
cominerce between two counities so
contiguous to each other as arve the
United States and this Dominion. We
have ample proof of this in the com-
mercial history of Great Britain since
the union of the three kingdoms. e
have it still more markedly in tho
great material results directly flowing
from the free interchange ot products
between the several States ot the neigh-
bouring Republic. And nowhere can
be found a more gratifying illustration
of the grand results that flow from
commercial freedom than we huve in
the prozress of our own Dominion since
the accomplishment, of Coniuileration.
Tuough the customs barrics against
inter-trattic botween B.N.A. Piovinco s
have only been removed since July
1367, the united foreign commerce of
the Provinees hus risen from an annaal
average for thirteen years beifore coi
federation Q§'$115,()i)0,()0",), to thoe enor-
Inous amount ir. the seventi yearafl v
it, of $240,000,000. Twenty-live yeurs
ago the subject of commervial recipro-
city was, 1 believe, quite a+ weli it ot
better understood by the people of Can-
ada than it iy now. It tweaty-one
yearssince the Treaty of 1854 went into
operalion; but it took six ysurs to
negotiate it, and during that time the
people  of the Provinces beeame
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ous advantages which flow from such
arrangements ; and if the sfatesmen
who conducted the negotiations of thoxe
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years were present to-day, they would
hear with astonishment that any mem-
ber of this chamber entertained a
doubt as to the enormous advantage
which 1must acerue to both conntries
from the consummation otsuch aTrealy
as that which has been recently dis-
cussed. It is only nine years since the
old Treaty of 1854 was Dbrought to a
close by the action of the United States
Government. The wonderful success
which attended that Treaty, ix shown
by the fact that the interchange of
traffic between the Unitea States and
the British North American Provinces,
during the thivteen years of its contin-
nance nereased trom $33,000,000 in the
year immedintely preceding that in
which the Treaty went into operation,
to no less than $84,000,000 in 1865—
the year in which it was repealed.
Sinee 18356 there have been several
negotiations with the United States for
the renewal of the old Treaty. T will
briefly rofer to each of them, not for
the purpose o. drawing invidions com-
parisons,—for I hope nothing will cross
my lips to-day to cxcite party feeling
~but simply sor the purpose of show-
ing clearly the pas: history and present
position of the Reciprocity question.
Such questions as this, sheuld, L think,
be regarded trom a higher point than
that of mere partisanship. Weare all
alike conceined in the prosperity of
our foreign commerce, and in recdring
good relations with our powerful
neighlonrs —and to these ends we
should all heartily contribute, what-
ever party may be in power, or charged
with the negotintions. In the negotia-
tions of 18556 for a renewal of tho
Treaty, offors were made to the
American (fovernment by our then
Finance Minister, Sir A. T. Galt, which,
in my opinion, vught not to have Leen
madc. The Government then existing
in Canada was the (oalition Govern-
ment, {ored in 1864 for the special
purpose of carrying confederation of
the whole British North American
Provinces. 1 was a rember of that
Government—and, as is well known,
it was in consequence of the policy
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horout} | adopted by my colleagues in the .con-
thoroughly conversant with the vaui- |

duet or the yeciprocity negotiation
that, I {elt compelled to resign my
position as President of' the Lixecutive

Council. I vesigned hecause I felt very



