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I refer to meeting with Priscilla de Villiers, whose daughter
Nina was murdered, and meeting with Chuck Cadman in
Vancouver, whose son Jesse was murdered. Priscilla de Villiers
reacted by creating CAVEAT, which is now a strong national
organization standing for the rights of victims and drawing the
attention of Canadians, including governments of all levels, to
the shortcomings in the justice system. Chuck Cadman created
the organization called CRY, in which thousands of people
participate actively for constructive change in the justice sys-
tem.
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I have met with Rita Jervis, a woman from the Maritimes
whose husband was shot and who herself was seriously injured.
She survived that attack to devote her energies and her efforts to
improving the justice system.

I met with the parents of the young people murdered at the
McDonald’s restaurant in Cape Breton. I heard from them about
the tragic and everlasting sadness and suffering that is the result
of that dreadful crime.

I met with Stu Garrioch and his wife in Calgary, whose son
was killed in crime.

I met with Margot B, the courageous woman from Quebec
who campaigned across the country for changes in the system as
a result of her victimization of sexual assault.

I met with Jay Danelesko in Edmonton, whose wife Barb was
murdered in the middle of the night in their home. She died in
front of their children.

I met with Monica Rainey, whose own son, a toddler, was the
victim of sexual molestation. She turned her energies and her
extraordinary talents into efforts to create ways to protect other
children from that kind of victimization.

I'met with Steve Carpenter, who lost his daughter in a dreadful
tragedy in British Columbia.

I met with Morris Rose, whose son died a victim of violent
crime.

I met with Tom Ambus last week in Toronto, whose brother
was brutally stabbed to death on the floor of Tom Ambus’ store.

It is said that victims are too often forgotten, that victims are
the orphans of the criminal justice system. I stand in this place
today to say that those persons and all the other victims with
whom I have met have left too deep and indelible an impression
on this Minister of Justice ever to be forgotten as I approach the
issues in my portfolio, ever to be forgotten as I bring forward
proposals for change, ever to be forgotten as I work to develop
the policy of the government toward criminal justice.
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I shall never forget as I do my work the part they play and the
part they have played, not only through the suffering they have
endured through the awful loss of loved ones, but also through
the way in which they have helped the police in the investigation
of the crimes, how they have had the courage to testify in the
prosecution of those responsible, how they have devoted their
energies afterward, notwithstanding their personal pain, in
efforts to improve the justice system, working constructively for
change.

[Translation)

Since I took up my duties as Minister of Justice, we have
tabled several bills aimed at improving the criminal justice
system for the benefit of Canadian society as a whole and more
specifically for the benefit victims of crime.

[English]

I believe the changes we have made have improved signifi-
cantly the circumstances for victims in the Canadian system of
justice. I point to Bill C—41, which for the first time sets out in
the criminal law of this country in statute the principles and the
purposes of sentencing, including the obligation of the criminal
justice system to provide reparation to victims of crime.

Bill C-41 specifically provides that the court will consider as
an aggravating circumstance that someone was victimized by
reason of a breach of trust, by reason of violence by a man
against a woman in a domestic context, or by reason of hatred
based on the personal characteristics of the victim. They are all
on the bad list.

Bill C-41 also contains changes in section 745 of the Criminal
Code to ensure that the surviving family members of someone
who is murdered must be heard from by the court when an
application is made for permission to seek early parole under
section 745.
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Perhaps most important for present purposes, Bill C-41 also
provided for much strengthened provisions for restitution. I
listened to the hon. member opposite describe the urgent need
for avenues of restitution for the victims of crime. Bill C-41
brought together significant improvements, which were com-
bined in that bill to provide that from and after the date of its
proclamation the courts will be empowered to order, even
without the victim asking for it, appropriate restitution. The
victim may take that order, register it in the courts in the same
manner as a civil judgment, and it can be enforced in the same
manner as a civil judgment, taking the responsibility for en-
forcement off the shoulders of the victim and putting it where it
belongs.

In Bill C-42 the government proposed changes that are now in
effect in the Criminal Code of Canada to provide that peace
bonds, restraining orders made by the courts to keep threatening



