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pective immigrants. WVe have had too rnany
people who have flot heen in the habit of
working in their native land corne here
without the s1tightest expeotation of work-
ing. I cannot walk through the streets of
our city without being stopped two or three
tirnes in every block by those who want he]p.
That is not natural in this country where thora2
is 'vork for everybody and where our charit-
able institutions are available to relieve those
in need. I may say that during the f wo years
1 was chicf magistrate of Montreai begging
was absolutely forhiddcn within the cify, and
anybody whio offended was sent to gaol, with
the resuit that hegging- was abolished coin-
pleteiy. But latoly I find the nid trouble has
reappeared. I believe the people who heg do
so rather from a desire to mako a littie addi-
tional money rathor than from absolute nores-
sit..

To put ouir people i0 the category of those
who will be provided for in case of need takos
away from their independence. I remember
x'ery well that when I was ini London on the
occasion of the funeral of King Edward 1
callcd on the Right Hon. John Buirns, the
representativo of l abour in the ministry of the
day. I desirod to ascertain exactiy how it
was that the British authorities worked out
their system of providing pure milk for littir'
ch-ildren. At that time we did not have a
similar systern perfeeted in this country. John
Burns said' to me: "I want you to hear one
thing in mind more than any other-do not
pauperize your people. No matter how in-
significant a sum is required, do ot give the
rnilk away. If tbe people have flot a haif-
penny for tbe ýmilk let thern get some of thoir
neighhours to corne to their assistance. The
spirit of independence is naturally paramount
in evcry man's hreast and he does not want
to hecome a pauper or a beggar."

I feel that there is somefhing more than
insurance against unernploymont at the bof-
tom of this resolufion. I think it bias a ten-
dency to create a socialistie atmospbere thaît
is nlot at ail agroeahie to our cîtizens. Wc
are an independent people and proud, and it
is repugnant to us to bave to appeal to the
government for the necessities of if e. More-
over, we are n brofberly people and' inclined
to help each other. If is flot necessary for
the state to underfake to do what we regard
as our duty. I arn sure there is flot a mcm-
ber of this House but would resenf the idea
of being deprived of the opportunity of do-
ing a charitable act. and 1 tbink the samo
is true of our people generaily. After ail.,
charity is a virtue that we ail like to prac-
tise, and if the opporfunity is taken from us
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by the state we are doprivcd of disèharging
our bounden duty towards our fellowv men.
This whoýe proposition apparently had ifs
inception in the mind of someone who was
very well disposed towards bis fellow mer,
but who preferred that other people should
put into practice bis very generous senti-rnents. In other words, instad of practis'ng
the virtue that we ail love to practise, he
would have the state dispense charity and in
thaýt way relieve hiiseif and others of thr'
hounden duty of being charitable.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I wisli to make
an appeal for my province-Quebee. The
province of Quebec is prohably the rnost
liberally governed of our provinces. It does
flot hesitate to look at facts, and is flot f0
ho confused or stampeded hy amy cry that
may be raised hy any sect or sex or clasq.
WVe have had the coô)peration of the ladies
in electing the members to this most august
assembiy but ive are denied thaf privilege
when if cornes to elecfing representatives te,
our own lit fie farnily gathering, the legis-
lature in which we look after the intirnafe
mnatters connected with the home. Affer
ail, the provincial governmenf's function is
to sec f0 the integrity and weil heing. the
maintenance and comforf of the home, and
on that account wve have not allowed our-
selves to, be prevented fromn practising the
virfue of feinperance, for instance. In media
statu-the rniddle course-is the one con-
dition in which ive may practise any virtue.
But if one is f0, ho taken hy the throaf and
ordered to do such and such a fhing, whefher
one likes if or nof, one is robhed of the
opporfunit3? of pracfising any virtue. If is
parfly frorn religious compuniction as well as
frorn philanthropie feelings towards our neigh-
hours who corne to visif us thaf we thought
if jusf as well not f0 ho over-enthusiasfic
in regard f0 total ahsfinence.

We look affer our poor and give most
generously f0 hospitals, and we provide for
the indig«ent. But 'vo have not yet hegun to
endow people about f0 die. We are doing ail
thaf can ho humanly expectcd of a well
organized and properly con.stifuted govern-
ment. I arn very proud of the province of
Quebec, as I arn sure every one of my col-
Jeagues bore is, bocause if hias shown such
foleration and good juidgrnn and such fair
deahing in the *past. We have no misgivings
for the future so far as our cifizens are con-
cerned, and I can say therefore i ail serins-
ness thaf unless somefhinga more definife is
elahorafed to enable us f0 form snme judg-
ment in the mat fer I shahl have f0 vote against
the resolut ion.


