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present parliament, when he declared tha.t
no man would be dismissed without a fair:
trxal that no official would be dismissed |
bec‘mse of his political opinions, that not
man would lose his official position because'
~ of the exercise of his franchise ; but if any
_ official desired to be a partisan and engqgo‘
openly in political warfare, the opportunity
would be afforded him to do so freely by
being dismissed from the service of the’
country. What hypocrisy it is to enforce
such a law against Conservative oflicials, "
while permitting and approving similar’
actions on the part of Grit officials. It is
quite certain that these officials would not:
risk their positions and engage in political
- warfare without being directed by their
~superiors in office to do so. The Minister
of the Interior may view this question very
- much in the same light as did the ex-At-

torney General of Manitoba, Mr. J. D. Cam--
When an hon. member of this House
who was an engineer of the Department of
- Public Works of the province, the hon. mem-
ber for Selkirk. (Mr. Macdonnell), was
accused of being an offensive partisan, Mr.
Cameron’s reply was : * He is not offensive
to us.” That made all the difference in the
world. 1 desire, in connection with this, as

- been wielded. to draw attention to a des-.
patch sent from the city of Ottawa recently,
- to the Free Press, the organ of the Minister
of the Interior. This is evidently an in-
spired despatch :

‘ The Official Axe.
It Works Both Ways—Two Winnipeg Govern-
ment Employees Dismissed.

(‘ Free Press,” Feb. 13, 1900.)

Ottawa, Feb. 12.—The Dominion government
bas dismissed Mr. Dan. Smith, inspector of -
public works in Manitoba, and R. 8. Parks, for-:
merly inspector of homesteads, and now of the

Dominion Land Office, Manitoba. ‘

This is where the venom comes in :-

“This has been done in view of the action of
. Hugh John Macdonald’s government in dismiss-
. ing provincial officials.
It was not because they were offensive par-
tisans ; had they been offensive partisans,
thev would have been dxsmissed three years!
ago. It was simply by way of retaliation
for the action of Hugh John Macdonald in
dismissing, in the undoubted exercise of his
right, certain officials of his government.
Because this was done, because this Czar
was not consulted, he: decapitated two of-"
ficlals who had taken no part in the elections !
whatever, simply because they were Con-!
gervatives. The despatch goes on:

Otaers will follow, and names will be given.
There is said to be & considerable list ready,

which will probably wait for the future action
of Hugh John Macdonald’s administration.

You see. the threat held over the head of
these gentlemen. But, any person who knows

the Premier of Mamtoba, will know that he
will not be intimidated by Such a puerile

- Macdonnell),

-something which

.departments as well. X
"that the Minister of the Interior claims a
: patent for this dismissal business. ‘

threat as this—he is not built that way. But
this action of the Minister of the Interior
is due to the fact that one of these officials
who was dismissed by the Manitoba gov-
ernment, was his own father, who held a
position which was created for him, a use-
less posmon The hon, member for Selkirk

- was engineer of the Public Works Depart-
. Inent,

Hon. Hugh John Macdonald dis-
missed him. But the hon. member (Mr.
will not find fault. In fact,
he stated on the floor of the House, that he
expected to be dismissed. He admitted that
he was a partisan. Hugh John Maec-
donald combined his pnsinon with  the
position held by the father —of the Min-
ister of the Imterior and saved the
salary that had been paid to the latter.
He sa')ed one salary by combining those
two positions, and because he dared to do
that, the Minister of the Interior (\Ix. Sif-
ton), swipes off the head, to use a vulgavism,
of those two innocent officials. 1t iz just

~such actions as those on the part of the

Minister of the Imterior that have caused
his political death in the west, and while
no greater service could be rendered to the
Conservative party than the retention in
the cabinet of the Minister of the Interior
and the Minister of Publicc Works (Mr.
Tarte), still we recognize that it is at the
expense of the good nale of our country ;
all true Canadians will
prize more highly than any mere party ad-
vantage. I desire to state also as a cobn-

“firmation of this, that the Minister of Pub-
lic Works had promised one year ago that
‘not a hair of Mr.
“injured. that he was one of his best. offi-
_cials
‘when he was interviewed a short tlll]L ago’

Smith's head would be-

in the Dominion of Canada; and

as to why he had dismissed him, he admit-
ted it was the Minister' of the Interlor who

- brought pressure to bear upon him to dis-

admitted it was done in the
It secems, therefore,

miss this man.
way of retaliation.

‘that the Minister of the Interior, not con-
tent with doing what he said he was going
. to do when he came down here, run his own
;department so far as dismissals of officials
‘are concerned, he is going to run some other

You would imagine

Now, the government take a great deal of -

| credit to ‘themselves for the so-called suec-
cess of their immigration policy. withouat

specifying the particular character of a

: considerable portion of those immigrants.

I do not know if the Minister of the In-

| terior is as much enamoured of the Gali-

cians and Doukhobors as he was prior to
his departure for the west. If he is, it
only shows that he has been blind to pub-
lic sentiment on this question. Possibly
no portion of the hon. gentleman’s speech,
delivered as it was upon many occasions on
that tour, fell flatter upon his audience,
acted more as a wet blanket than when he



