Made public the next afternoon, in a joint statement issued by Mr.
Roosevelt and myself. T should like now to place the joint statement on
fecord. It has come to be known as the Ogdensburg agreement. These
are its terms:

The Prime Minister and the President have discussed the mutual

pi‘oblems of defence in relation to the safety of Canada and the United
ates, :

It has been agreed that a permanent joint board on defence shall be set
UD at once by the two countries.

This permanent joint board on defence shall commence immediate
Studies relating to sea, land and air problems including personnel and
Materig],

It will consider in the broad sense the defence of the north half of the
Western hemisphere.

The permanent joint board on defence will consist of four or five
;I}llembers from each country, most of them from the services. It will meet

ortly,

The Ogdensburg agreement was reached, as I have said, on August 17,
ing the joint statement setting forth its terms was issued on the following
day, On August 20, Mr. Churchill announced in the British House of
GOmmons the decision of the British government “spontaneously and with-
out being asked or offered any inducement” to offer the United States sites
f naval and air bases in the British possessions in the western hemisphere.
Shoulq like particularly to draw the attention of the house to one sentence
Skf Mr. Churchill’s announcement of the decision of the British government.
In g1 this line of thought,” he said, “we found ourselves in very close
amony with the government of Canada.”

On August 22, the Canada-United States permanent joint board on
d‘efence was appointed. Colonel O. M. Biggar, K.C., became chairman of
€ Canadian section and Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia of New York, chairman
the United States section. The first meeting of the board was held at
aWa, in the following week. The board has met since on several
asions, and has been engaged upon continuous study of the sea, land and
Problems immediately related to the defence of the north half of this
*Misphere,
The next significant announcement came on September 3, the anni-
ary of the British declaration of war. On that day President Roosevelt
th Mounced that an agreement had been reached between the governments of
¢ United Kingdom and the United States by which sites for bases in
"tish Atlantic possessions were to be made available to the United States.
sig ewfoundland and Bermuda these sites were leased for no ot,he%* con-
N “ration than Great Britain’s interest in the strength and security of
th America. The other sites in the Bahamas, the British West Indies
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