
and Kosova in 1998, lie bas souglit, with some success, the conmi'tment of conflicting parties

to protect children, to desist froni using or targettiflg them, or to allow tlicm access to,

humanitarian relief. The Special Representative needs political baclcing, wbich Canada and

other supporters could provide. In addition, Canada miglit wish to develop its own mediation,

capacity for children, as weil as to, support indigenous civil society groups or regional

mediation initiatives. Canada cati also, encourage and support regional organizations to

develop and apply codes of conduct (based on international standards and regional cultural

florins) regarding cbild protection during armed conflict and post-conflict recovery;

mechanisins to monitor and assure compliance witli sucli standards and to address the

impunity of those who continue to target cbildren; regional pcacelceepmng initiatives, mnd other

initiatives to ensure deployment of capacity to aid cbuldren exposed to armed confhict.

Conclusion

The Nobel citation for Arnartya Sen stated that bis worlc "lias restored an ethical

dimension to the discussion of vital economic problenis"(IO). Canada bas the opportunity to

do lilcewise in the international political arena, as it pursues the concept of hurnan security

with a coalition of lilce-ininded partners, particularly during its two-year tenure on the U.N.

Security Council. A focus on cbildren and specifically on cbildren in armed conflict, can be a

potent element of Canada's agenda, since, in international norins and in every society, "there

is a Corridor of Peace in our inner being, always, for a chuld to rut' tbrough for protection»

(l11). Wlien cbildren are bot prime targets of, and actors in, armed conflict, it is time to

take them out of the social welfare or hunianitariat' closets to whicli they are usually assigned

and place tem squarely on the political agenda.


