(C.W.B. December 14, 1966)

tionaty force capable of transforming our civilization.
Let’s look at one of the consequences.

In the near future every large nation will be able
to beam, either by direct broadcast or relay, high
quality programmes to the entire planet. There will
be no shortage of wavelengths as there is today for
local setvices. One of the advantages of the satellite
relays is that they will make available vastnew bands
of radio spectrum providing “other space”’ of at least
a million simultaneous television channels or a
billion radio circuits. This will mean the end of all
distance batriers to sound and vision alike. Montreal-
ers will be able to tune in on Peking. New Yorkers
will be able to see live programming from London.

MIRROR OF THE WORLD

What are the implications of this feat? When the great
highway of ether is thrown open to the whole world,
all men will become neighbours — whether they like
it or not. Censorship, political or otherwise, will be
virtually impossible. To jam signals coming down
from the heavens is almost as difficult as blocking
light from the stats. The Russians would be able to
do nothing to stop their people from seeing the
American way of life and the Chinese will be able to
look actoss the straits to their cousins. Language
will be no barrier — computers will automatically and

simultaneously translate from one language to
another,

There are dangers as well. By 1970, the U.S.S.R.
can establish the first high-powered satellite televi-
sion relay from above Asia, broadcasting in several
languages so that more than a billion human beings
can understand the programmes. Billions who have
nevet leamed to read, have never seen a movie, and
who have no rival distractions could fall helpless
under this hypnotic spell. The whole thesis of na-
tionalism and pattiotism must be re-examined in the
light of these startling and astonishing developments.

When 1 try to envisage what lies ahead, I sense
that our generation represents only a very eatly
stage in the fotal story of evolution. It is our job
today to ensure that out brief stay on this planet will
not be criticized by those who follow us because we
failed to meet the challenge. We must begin now a
meaningful communication amongst ourselves. Out
descendants, less cluttered up with material posses-
sions, may remember and concentrate on many of the
things we have forgotten: perhaps the only things in
the world that are everlasting, the imponderables of
beauty, of wisdom, of laughter and of love.

Those who look to the future as I do, with hope
and anticipation, want Canada to tealize her own
potential. We yeam for improvement in the quality of
our national life. We want a rewatding co-tenancy of
this continent with our American neighbouts....
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