International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law Issues

Detention in Open Camps .
Civilians, including women'and

'(HO8 have been uh]aw‘fully_r
detaimed and confined by the
GOS to partison owns m so-
called "Peace Camps”. The
civilians are treated inhumanely,
Riven no services-and arc -
regjuired to find their own means
ol subsistence. )

Woren who,go out io gathcr
woods and grass'to build
shelters, food and water are often
foltowed by members of GOS-
armed

militias, and may be raped and
robbed of their wood, grass and
[vod.

children forcibly displaced by the,

Common Ari. 3 oblipes states in-ali circumstasees ko treat

‘civilians hurnanely wllhuul advuerse distinetion and pm]’llbltﬁ

vinlence (o fife and person, cruel treatment and outrages,
Upon perwnal dlEI’llT}-‘ m part Licular hum:hatmg and
degiading freanment,

art, 4 Protocol I¥ requires. Lhat siates i all citcumstances
treat all persons taking no active.part in hostilities:
himaneg]y,

ATt (1) ICCPR

"Evervone has the.right 1o HBerty and security of person. No

-ung shall be subjected to arbiuary arrest or deteniion. No

one shall be deprived of hig liberty axcipt onsnch grounds
and in accordance with such proceduve as zdre established hy
Taw."

Art. 6 AC

"Every individual shall have the tight tivliberty and-to the
gecurity of his person. No one may be deprived of his
freedom except for teasons and conditions previdusly laid
down by law, Tn particlar, no ong may be arbitrarily
attested or detained.”

Art 10{1) ICCPR
"ﬁil_v persous-deprived-of their liberty shall be treated with
humanily.and respeet for the inherentdignity of the huinan

persom,”

Art. 37{B) CRC

-Cemrﬁentary

the "Peace Camps”

= Acdording to Deng, the guarantess in Art. ‘i{l}(b} include food:
drinking water, and proteclion agmnst the wedther and the dangers of
thé armed condtict, "to-the:same exient as the local civilian
population”. Although housing and clothing are not gapressly

‘mentioned, they may be inferred from the "proteclion againsi the

rigours of the climale and the dangers of the- armed gontlicr,

= Neither Common Article 3 nor Protocal Tl codifies the rules as o
when civiliahs may be interned in an mtemal antned conRict:
However, e dﬁ:pn\-’ﬂtlﬂﬂ of basiv npcessities “1o persons condined to
18 a vinlation of the nquuemeut of Common Ait.
3 and Art. 4 Frotocol H o ireat persons taking o, acme part in the
conflicthumancly inall ciroutnflances.

= For the law relating to rape. of women see above.

= The Human Rights Commiltes has emphasized that this guarantes

“applics to-anyone deprived of liberty tndir thie ]aws and antherity of
the State who is held in prisons, hospitals, det:nuﬂn CAIMDS Of
gorrectional ::)stlrutlgnw or clsewhere”, ‘

= The lack of provision of shedter, fond and water by the GOS as
well as the theft of proyisions gath{,rec’: from, and rape ot Ahe civilian
women are viglations of the: requirement to lreal persons depnw:d of
their hhm} with hlm:lﬂ.rul:,r and respect,

=» Dietention -of children in these camps is unlikely o meet the
requirements of a measure of last résorl and iy the1efare a vioktion of

Art. 37(b) of the CRC.

= Detérition of civilians in these campy is also an infringement of the
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