
Thomas D'Arcy McGee's high-miùnded sentiments challenge serious statesmen

on both sides of today's Quebec separation issue to maintain a level of public argument

worthy of their subIject. The subject îtself merits the best efforts of ambitious men and

women, for on one side there is the creative exhilaration of founding a new nation and on

the other the patriotic duty of saving an old one.

Conclusion

To conclude this article, 1 shall revisit John Ross's extraordinary advice to bis

fellow legisiative councillors that they read the Virginia debates on the ratification of the


