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diplomas and degrees obtained and also the individual's other relevant
qualifications, so far as these may be deemed acceptable by competent
authorities,

Considering that the recognition by all the Contracting States of studies,
certificates, diplomas and degrees obtained in any one of them is intended to
develop the international mobility of persons and the exchange of ideas,
knowledge and scientific and technological experience, and that it would be
desirable to accept foreign students into establishments of higher education on
the understanding that recognition of their studies or diplomas shall at no time
confer on them greater rights than those enjoyed by national students,

Noting that this recognition constitutes one of the conditions necessary for:

1. Enabling means of education existing in their territories to be used as
effectively as possible,

2. Ensuring that teachers, students, research workers and professional
workers have greater mobility,

3. Alleviating the difficulties encountered on their return by persons who
have been trained or educated abroad,

Desiring to ensure that studies, certificates, diplomas and degrees are
recognized as widely as possible, taking into account the principles of the
promotion of lifelong education, the democratization of education, and the
adoption and application of an education policy allowing for structural,
economic, technological and social changes and suited to the cultural context of
each country,

Determined to sanction and organize their future collaboration in these
matters by means of a convention which will be the starting point for concerted
dynamic action taken in particular by means of national, bilateral, subregional
and multilateral machinery already existing or that may be deemed necessary,

Mindful that the ultimate objective set by the General Conference of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization consists in
* preparing an International Convention on the Recognition and the Validity of
Degrees, Diplomas and Certificates issued by establishments of Higher Learning
and Research in all Countries ™,

Have agreed as follows:

I. DEFINITIONS
ARTICLE |

1. For the purpose of this Convention, the * recognition” of a foreign
certificate, diploma or degree of higher education means its acceptance as a valid
credential by the competent authorities in a Contracting State and the granting
to its holder of rights enjoyed by persons who possess a national certificate,
diploma or degree with which the foreign one is assessed as comparable.

Recognition is further defined as follows:

(a) Recognition of a certificate, diploma or degree with a view to
undertaking or pursuing studies at the higher level shall enable the holder
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