
Business Hours
Business hours vary by corpany but generaily are
8:30 a.m. te 5:00 p.m. Monday to Frlday witii an hour for
lunch. Banldig hours are 9:00 arm. t0 2:00 p m. Monday
to Thursday and 9:30 arn. Io 12:30 p.rm. and 2:30 p.m.
te 5:00 p.rn. on Friday.

History
Chrilopher Columbus vîsitec1 Jarnaica du ring his second
voyage in 1494 and clairned the lsland for Spain. Spanish
settiers arrived wllhin a few years, and when the native
Arawak Indians succurnbed Io disease and forced labour,
slaves were irnported from West Afrîca. The island fell ta
the Englisti in 1655, and rnost of the 1 500 Spanlsh set-
tiers fled bo Cuba. In the eighteenth century Jaraica
becarne primarily a landl of large sugar astates along the
coastal plains. Sugar was immensely profitable, anid
slaves were transported in large numbers f rom the west
coast of Africa Io wor< on the plantations. A class of
''free people of oiou r," rnair)ly t he offspring of slaves
and their white overseers, soon appeared, Ernancipation
in 1838 followed by Brîtain's adoptioofn free trade greatly
weakened the plantation-based eonorny. Many freed
slaves took 10 the mountains and began farrnlng srnall
patohes et land. Indian and Chinese îndentured labeur
was brought in ta replace them on the large estates.
Meanwhlle, those of rn)xed bloocd încreasingly assunied
an urbari middle-class rqle.
Durilng the latter part et the~ nineteeiitl century, prosperity
gradualfy returned Io the land. Communications with
North America lmproved, the econprny began ta, diversify
and bananas for a lime replaced sugar as the chieI
expart. However, a rapid population increase, crep dis-
ease and finally the econornis depression of the 1930s
brought about a new period af social and econornic
unoertainty and unrest, culminating in serious disturb-
ances in Kingston in 1938. These led to increased trade-
union actlvlty, the establishment of two rival political par-
tles and the eniergence of two national leaders: Aleander
Bustamante and. Norman Manley (the father of the present
Leader of the Opposition). Manley used strilkes on the
waterîront and on the sugar estates ta press for social,
economic and politioal reîqjm. BÙstamante fbt2nd the
Bustamante Industrial Trade Union (BITU) and jie wilh
Manley ta launoli the People's National Party (PP He
later split witti Manley ta laurich the Jamaica Labou r P~arty


