
Cancer-Detection Breakthrough

D r. Patrick Wong, a scien-
tist at Canada's National
Research Council (NRC), with
the co-operation of Dr. Basil
Rigos of Corneli University,
has made a major scientific
breakthrough that could allow
doctors to determine i only
10 minutes whether celis are
cancerous.

Current diagnostic procedures
for cancer detection require
highly skilled vîsual examina-
tion of prepared sample slides
by a pathologist. The methods
are subjective and can lead to

uncertain resuits i difficuit
cases. Early detection of can-
cerous tissue, therefore, is not
always possible.

But with the new spectroscopy
technology, which the NRC
has been experimenting with
during the past decade, ceils
taken by needie biopsies are
put under strong pressure and
then doused with infra-red
light. Resuits indicate a dif-
ferent pattern of light absorp-
tion in cancerous and
non-cancerous celis.

of guish between malignant and
DS benign tumours. It is also very
S efficient: the test cai lbe
s administered and resuits
ely obtained in less than 10 min-
mng utes, and no prior preparation

is required.
is This simple, certain and early

s cancer detection device is
the expected to be on the market

within thse next two years. The
50 discovery is expected to have

;t a dramatic impact on thse abili-
isi- ty of the medical profession to
as deteet cancer quickly and
ire accurately.
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