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6. .Both Parties continued .to Teport violations .of
the ¢ease-fire agreement to the Gommission, - -Owing to
irregular availlability of Helicopters at,that_time,gwhiph
restricted thefm0vem@nt.ef7team3a'conqlusiVeyinvestiga-,‘
tions into.all‘thése;complaints_could'nqt be carried out,

difficulties of investigation. OWever, one investigation
was completed during November ‘in the area .of Ban Nakeng,

a post south east of Muong Peun.  This invéstigation showed
that Ban Nakeng had first‘been occupied by the Laotian
National Army on 1 June 1955 and. .that the Pathet Lao
gn;gcqessfully'attacked,itfduring September and October
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ITUATION AT HOUEI THAQ
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R .9 V'ﬁuriné”%he'ﬁeriod‘July‘tbibéﬁdber,1955, the '~
Sltuation in Hbuei'xhap:caused‘seriOus.qoﬁcerf oate. .

territory held by the Laotian.National.Armyp; Cdlashes oceur-
red when Laotian NationalfArmy;trpbps attenpted to. draw water
from these points. The Laotian[NétiOnal’Army'allégéd &

that the Pathet Lo had“lai&imingsraround water points .

- as ¥ resultfof'which}séveral‘easﬁaltieS'Were sufrered
by ‘the Laotian National Army troops when drawing water.
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safety ijthe“Sutham"at‘Houei:Thao was in danger. 'To .
reétore;célm;“a*pOnféanhe”was,held,at_sam Neua on 13 =~
October, 1955 under the auspices of the fixed team there -
and attended by representatives of both the Parties.

An agreement (Annexure 17) was reached and.cease-fire
- Was® ordered in Houei Thao area effective from 18
fRetober, 198h00 SOV OF 3¢ “ Bas acM

- 8, The Sam Neua agreement had a salutary effect
1:9n the situation at Houei Thao though minor complaints
Of its violation continued to be received from both sides.,.
The Laotian National Army complained that the firing. and
miﬂinghygs'direcﬁed'igainst water parties, while ‘the
Pathet“Lao'complained‘of‘firing“and“violation of ‘the
Sanm Neua agreement by the Laotian National Army. The ~
Commission ordered investigation into these incidents and’

The Commission issued fresh exhortations to both the Parties
to implement this agreement fully. . .. .

9 U0F LOUPRIap13e00F this the exchange of fire continued
agd.the'Laotian{ﬁétional‘Army;water]payties;cgme;nndegftire
on two or three'bccasipnszk'During;the'GXChangefof ?1re‘j“

arties the Commission team was subjected
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between the two i ssion. : |
Yo great difficulties é@d,inconvepignées;gndﬁthgre,was con-
3ideféb1e dangér_from,mortar~agd,smh,lgérgrfireﬁt This was
Saused by the fact that the teafga,g ouei Thao is situated
I the middle’sf the Laotian Na onal Army positions. On.
Yive occasions during the period’l December, 1955 to 16 -
S80uary, 1356, the members of the team carrying the =
~°mmissiqn13'§1ag came under fire from the posts and areas
heyg by the Pathet Lao. _The ' last incident was of a serious
Wture and the Commission remonstrated with the Pathet Lao
oyt these occurrences. ."The Pathet Lao' replied "that our: 'soldiers
h‘vg‘never fired at the International Commission....., that
gﬁ@g_ﬂouéi Thao sector is' a place where the limits are not
"Ute precise, ‘that the armed groups of the Royal Government
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