jurisdiction, the exploitation of which should provide some revenue for the
general benefit, while also leaving room for the legitimate expectations of
the entrepreneurs undertaking the work of exploitation. Finally, Canada
should continue to work for the reservation, for peaceful uses only, of the
widest possible area of the seabed.

8. Promoting Observance of Human Rights, Including
Adherence to and Respect for Various
United Nations Conventions

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 1948 estab-
Lished the broad principles which the members of the United Nations
believed would be the framework within which future declarations and
conventions would be shaped. During the last two decades, in the wake of
the Universal Declaration, a wealth of international legislation has come
into existence.

The Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, with the Optional Protocol thereto, and the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
represent the culminating point in the efforts of the organization to trans-
form the exhortatory provisions of the Universal Declaration into legally-
binding obligations.

Although much has been accomplished on the legislative side of the
United Nations work in the field of human rights, progress in implementa-
tion has been very limited and will require increasing attention during the
period which lies ahead. The most widely used method by which the United
Nations tries to follow the evolution of the respect for human rights in
various parts of the world has been that of periodic reporting. Other
methods of implementation, not yet in operation, are provided for in the
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and in the Convention on Racial
Discrimination. Attention is also being given to the possibility of studying
individual situations which reveal a consistent pattern of violations of
human rights, and to a proposal to establish the office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Also important, in the long term, is the proposal for increased resort
to regional machinery for the safeguarding of human rights. Positive
experience has been gained from the human rights procedures formulated
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