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EDUCATIONADL  REVIEW

BILLY AND FLOSS.

By JaNgE Wt MR TIVER
A Little Christmas Play.

n of Gifts to \ud

NOENE
Tive Twiligh
DraMATIS PERSON &
OOTesSt quarter
vounger and swmaller
THE FaAIRY., who ma
SANTA CLaUts.
STaGE RQIRECTIONS N¢
laden Chnistmas Tree should
stage or platfarm.

it should be arrang t NaNTA (1

If 1
it g

ossinle
from behind or near the Tree. whil "HE FaAIRY shall
opposite 1 of stage

Baxes id be arranged and covered to represent
or more; about centre of back of stage. against the
ts there or can be suggested. so much better

The audience of children may be tcld what they have to creat.
out of their imagination — a street with ¢
open park beyond. A cross-street in the distance with a ‘big hou
on the corner. There is a light snow on the sround.  Street-
tracks glimmer and run out into the dis

COSTUMES AND STAGE PROPERTY.— Flossie 1s dressed very poorly. wear
coat and small cap (or is bare-headed!. Her boots are conspicuc
ragged (if necessary. these details may be lofg ¢ the children’s imagir
ation).

BILLY also looks. poor. He carries some newspapers under his arn

THE FAIRY'S costume should be as dainty, shining and fairy-like
as possible. Stiff muslin and glittering tinsel are suggested for both
dress and wings.

The wings may be made on wire frame or merely pleated of ver
stiff muslin. The appearance of fiying may be aided by use of black
shoes with light stockings. A lighted ‘sparkler” sparkling in her
wand, as she comes upon the stage adds much to her effectiveness.

The wand should be over a yard long and fluttering with ribbon
near the hand.

SaANTA CravUs should have the regulation beard of white. with rosy
face. red cap,. fat body. red sash over his coat. etc. He must keep
away from the lighted candles on the Tree Grown-up persons
should detach gifts and hand them to Saxta CLAUS to be presented

His bag may be stuffed with almost anything. so long as the desired
gifts are within reach. and the skates at the bottom.

If the “‘red dress with lace on it ' ¢annot be borrowed for the occasion
change to blue, pink. white. or whatever is available
change all the passages in play relating to 1t

ruses on this side

Be sure to

FrLo. and BiLLY appear, FLO 4 step ahead of BiLry

FLO catches BiLLY's hand and points ahead.
Fro. (eagerly).— Come on, Billy! There's the house
that big corner one.
BILLY glances ahead, then from ome side of street t
other, at the houses. He holds back a bit.

BrLy.— Aw, what re \’ draggin’ me up through all these
swell streets fer> You don't know ‘nybody up here.

FLo.— 1 do know her — that little girl that was talkin'
me yesterday. That's where she lives.

BiLLy.— Look here! You're not goin’ t' any strange
little girl's house. She'll think \'re beggin' er somethin’
Come on home.

BILLY turns back.

FLo— Billy! I'm mot goin’ t' her house. | told y'— |
want to see Santa Claus. He goes to her house ep'rs
Chris’'mas Eve. Is'nt this Cheis'mas Eve?

FrLo. shakes BILLY'S arm with slight impatience.

Manta Claus! Y don't want t
e nich peaple tell v
hig houses almgost savagel v
iful look whick he motices. ¢ 5 her
insicers
LV WA He never comes
onlv comes t' the swells

Cilens up o ugnn and draws BiLLy ahead .
Brooy tures his head, 1y steni g to distant shouts.
Phat's just the reason | came up here to wait for
him. If he saw us he might RiIVe us some presents.
The Littde gir! sad he had a big bag with presents for all
the children in the world
Fro deoks wp at Buay hopefully, and makes o gesture
fellers on the Park Pond. Jiminy!
- skates
Santa Claus sh'd bring you a pair
siaps cagerly toward By, Bipy
laughs.  and he might bring me a really doll! |'d
love t° have a realls doll"  Oh do let's wait and see
him I

HoRoin’ t st on thesé steps. Come on!
Froo pulls Brity toward steps (coaxsngly).

Briuv.— The cops won't let v' | don't believe there's
imvone Invn’ in this house

BiLiy glances up at the house, and lets Fro., draw him
Buvy stsll stands.

FLo.— What else d'v wish he'd bring vou, Billy*

fothe steps.  Fro. seats herself.

BiLLy. - Aw, ~anta Claus don't bring things to the likes of
us. 'Buiy speaks dubrousiy as he sits douwn.) There!
I got two more papers | nught a’ sold! (Lavs newspapers
on his knees.))  Come on home outa this! makin’ fools
of ourselves, watchin’ fer Santa Claus! (Speaks crossly,
' p, but s held back bv Fro.)

Fro. (susistentiy

Billv, tell me what clse y'd like him to
If he brings me the doll, I'll ask

him for some skates for \ O

Buiwy laughs, o litie derisively and speaks as if
sumorsng Fro,'s "cx/:‘_‘\,

BiLLy. MU orighe, tell him bring me all the candy I can
eat in a week,

bring vou

Fro. Ihat's what they et off a’ the Christmas Tree,

she said.  There was a g tree with candy on it!

I heard about Christmas I'rees, but | never saw one.
A few moments' silenm. e the two children waiching.
Billh | my feet's cold.
Well, come on home.

BiLry.

Fro. (whiningly) They're freezin’.

Biiry.

Voo, decidedly, but still whining) — 1I'm goin' t' wait here

Santa Claus when he goes past t' her house.

BiLLy.— Here, get up on that step (FLO. moves up to the
second step, and B LY, seated on lower step, puls papers
around her feet and covers them by leaning his arm across
them). Y'r boots 're not fit fer this snow. Y’ better
ask Santa Claus fer a pair o' decent boots. Y' ought
U be home in bed, anyway,

FLo.— You're an awful good boy, Billy. (A short silence).
Mussngly) the little girl satd-the fairies always told
him what t' bring. [ wish a fairy 'd tell him t' bring
me a red dress with lace on it.

an’ see




