THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

Mechanical or Industrial Busy Work.

In an age when industrial education is so insisted
upon, it is necessary to furnish this kind of busy
work. In choosing the following I have tried to
select work that would teach the child something.

1. Cutting and mounting pictures that can
be used for stories. This will teach the boys and
girls form, and will prepare them for paper-cutting.
“The Ladies Home Journal” prints a page of
pictures each month. The circus pciture was good,
and furnishes the theme for a most interesting story.
A child may make a circus if he i§ supplied with
a pencil, paper, scissors and a number of animal
cookies. These paper animals will furnish a sub-
ject for' work in oral composition. All children
love animals and are anxious to learn how and where
they live. In passing I might say that the page
of the Journal entitled” Flossie Fisher’s Funnies”
may be mounted and used for picture stories in
Grades 3 and 4.

The girls enjoy making the paper dolls, and

will furnish dollie with many and varied styles
of dresses. Here is a chance to teach harmony
of colors in Grades 2 and 3.

Each child may make a picture book. An animal
book will be much prized; a book of birds is a joy;
little people of other lands with pictures showing
dress, games, manner of living, furnish a book that

will be of use in every grade until the child enters.

High School. An inexpensive book may be pur-
chased for the mounting. The pictures are cut
from magazines, farm catalogues, picture-books
and post-cards. The girls are very fond of a
flower book, and, by the way, this book can be
used later in teaching copy drawing.

In all these books have the name of the picture
printed underneath.

To make a border for the blackboard the pupils
will trace and cut out from the pattern the figure
desired. These are pasted on the board to form
a border. ‘Oak or maple leaves, fruits, all make
pretty borders for the Autumn months; holly and
candles for December, hearts: for February,
chickens for Easter, and butterflies for June. Do
not put a border on the board in September and
leave it there for two or three years. In a rural
school all grades may help with this work. Grade
1 will trace, Grade 2 cut the pictures out, Grade 3
color them and Grade 4 will paste on the board
This will interest all the pupils, and the border wil
be much more appreciated.

{

113

~ Very pretty booklets for words mis-spelled may

be made by the children. They are made to
represent a butterfly, an apple, a maple leaf, etc.,
The covering may be ornamented by simple
drawings by the older pupils; the younger ones will
simply print the title and the name of the month.
The leaves are made of any kind of paper that
the child brings. At this time of year the pupils will
bring in autumn leaves of all hues. Have these
traced and colored. No two leaves are colored
exactly alike, no pupils will color the same. Use
these for borders or mount on appropriate cards.

Second Grade pupil will draw the birds, color
them, and underneath draw in the nest, and print
number of eggs laid.

Third year pupils are familiar with terms used
in paper folding, then this will furnish work for
them, because they will work from direc tions that
have been printed on the board. The pupils of
this grade in a rural school will make number cards
for the primary classes. .
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THE EMPTY CRAYON BOX.
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