
JACQUES CARTIER'S FIRST VOYAGE

other than Scateri'; his landfall, so mucli and so commonly dis-
cussed in academic circ1es, being Cape Breton. Dr. Dawson,
whose knowledge on this matter is as thorough as it is accurate,
lias to niy mind, lifted the whole vexed question of the landfall,
and matters germane to it, out of the region of reasonable doubt.

Cabot, then, did nlot discover Prince 1Edward Island. We
have no proof that Verrazzano ( 15 25) did, either; although many
writers so contend. 0f the great navigators, Jacques Cartier is
the first who adduces incontestable proofs, not only of having
sailed along its coast, indicating many of its geographical traits
iii bis narrative or log; but of having landed upon it from lis
boats. And this landing is important. On the first of July,
1534, the discoverer of Canada set foot on Canadian soil for the
fir-st tiine, at or near Cascumpec, Prince Edward Island. H1e
had landed before on Anierican soul, it is true, but flot Canadian:
Newfoundland. stili being witbout the jurisdîction of Canada.
This is a fact every Islander should remember with pride; while
the fortuity of Cartier's landing on that day which is now our
national feast-Domninon Day-is worthy of the attention of the
curions.

The first great navigator who really found out the inisular
nature of our Province was Samuel de Chanmplain (1 04),-
Cartier had ever regarded it as a portion of. the niiainlaind.
Cliplaini rouinded it ; noted its geographical features; plce t
on the nap of the new world correctly3; and, from the familiarity
whichi lie enjoyed with the old charts and narratives, andî( the
ktnowledlge of an Island having been called St. Johni's Islanid by-
Cabot', and spoken of always-though diflferently lctdb
later discoverers; gave it, definitely, that name. Inside the Gulf,
then, an island Cabot neyer saw, bore up to the conquest a naine
tliat great navigator attached to another and muitch less imiport-
ant islet wuithout the guif on the Atlantic coast of Amiierica.

W e hiave been speaking ail alonig, of course, of the great dis-
coverers. It is admitted on ail sides, thiat long befoe Cab1ot,
Verrazzano, Cartier, or Champlain, the Basque, Bretoni, anld
Normanl had landed on the north-west shore of Prince Ewr

2. 5ca1er W2 nown for hundred of year% aft«rCabot a, St~ Joo j, h n Ld.

4> 5u ý.iotcrtographe,s have placed this Sc, John'î kland iii a doeeu dUinent pa on
thrir rude toaps.


