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THE FEDERAL HOUSING SCHEME AND THE
PRO0VINCE, 0F Q UEBEC

The Editor:-

Ia your issue for March yau publisbed a letter frein me
pointing out that it was not tiie case that thie Federal Scheme
was uaworkable in Quebec. As a repby to that statenient
you set forth reasans, advanced by the administrative com-
mission, wliy tii. Fe<ieral boan lias net beeif used in Montrea].
As it may assist those Who are interested in securing lieuses
ta understand what are Vthe real difficulties in securing the
application of the loan in Montreal, I arn veaturiag Vo write
you at greater lengtli with regard Vo the above and other
reasons that have been put forward fer lack of action in
Montreal.

In the first place it should b., realized that tiiere has
been saine misunderstanding regarding the. conditions owing
ta the back of opportunity for conference betweea the. Fed-
eral, Provincial and Municipal autiiorities. Where there la
confusion of inind regarding the. precise meaning or inter-
pretation of conditions attached to a sciiome of this kind,
it is unlikely that sucli an issue can be cleared up by rarre-
spondence. I hiave, on different occasions, suggested that
tiiere should b. a conference to find out what are the reai
difficulties sud I am~ certain that if this had been held, mis-
understan<lings would have been removed and Montreal
weuld have been ab~le Vo have used the boan. I do inat wish
it t. b. understoed that the~ laek of this cenference has been
due Vo any indifference on tii. part of the. Provincial or
Municipal authortifs. It s simply been that the. import-
ance of having it lias not been reabized.

Mr. Decari&es four resens do net in~ any way dispose of
my statement that tii. lousing schenie cannot b. declared
as unworkable in Mointreal, as iV has not been tried. Hlis
first ressa tia~t the. corporation i.3 noV equipped to bilild
~workingmn.n's cottages'Iould be easily disposed of by appoint-
ixig a snrall commisisaon te undertalce the. work. The f aet
that a comission was appointed and f ailed ta functien waa
not: a reason for caizto izet a workable commission

wbe needs a mall bouse, even if those actually pro7vided by
the municipality are beyond the means of the laborers with
the sniaflest earnings. Probably a study of the situation in
Montreal to-day would reveal the f act that the houses whicb
are most needed are those which would cost between $4,000
te $6,000,. and that the absence of that kind of house is ini-
1creasing the pressure on those who desire ta rent or pur-
chase cheaper dwellings.

Duplex or Two-Flatted lieuses.

On- previous occasions I have referred to the imiprac-
ticabllity of any governaient body lending nloney for the
erection of two-flatted houses, unless sucli houses are owned

*by the mixnicipality or a company wlth a limited divdend.
The difficulty of giving a hian for this purpose is that the.
persan building two houses with the. aid of taxpayers' money
Ioaned to him at five per cent. could earn a profit of 20 ta
20 per cent. on thie houa. which lie rented, as there is no
way in which the rent couki be f ixed to prevent this.

The Federal Conditions.

Contrary to what bas been stated by some critics there
are no conditions attached te the Federal boan wfhich make
it more difficult to erect bouses than in other places. St.
Lamibert is near enough. Vo Montreal Vo have the same condi-
tions and St. Lambert ha. erected houses and is asking for a
further boan. The. only definite statement of objections
which 1l have recelved witb regard ta the housing dilficulty,
under the. Federal and Provincial schemes, are contained in
a lettpr received frai. the City Engineer of Quehec. In reply
to these objections 1 pointed out that they referred to the
provincial sebeme and not to the praject af the Federaly Gov-
erninent. The City Engincer stated that certain persans
desired te ereet honses on 25ft. lots and saîd that the scheme
prêvented this because it required certain space at the. aides
of buildings. There is ne such requirement in the Federal
scheine but the. fact that it exists in the. provincial seheme
indicates that tiiere is roora for amndment of the. latter
.in order te nieet Quebec conditions. All questions f space
l5etween tiie sies and rear of buildings are covered by the.
rrovincial sciiene and are only the. subject of rcmed-
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