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"As Others See Us."
W. were interested, and naturally delighted, to read

in the. July issue of the. Financial Circular of the Instituts
of Municipal Treasurers and Accountarits (Great Britain)
some commente on Canadian Municipal Finance from the
pen of the. Editer (Mr. J. Beckett, the City Treasurer of
Accrington, Lon.) Mr. Beckett is one of the. outstarding
figures amang a body of highly trained men-in no other
country ie municipal finance and accounting brought ta
such a high standard of efficiency pis in England - se
that hMe criticismn, together with the pithy comment of
Erasmue, wilI b. very helpful and encouraging 'to those who
are doing their best to raie the. standard of municipal
administration in thîe country.

It wîil b. noted that Mr. Beckett has promised to con-
tribute an article to this Journal, and -. need hardly tell
our readers, that we %will hold him to his promise, in spite
of tii. fa,-t that hie labors have been greatly increased by
reason of his lasing mary cf his staff (ineluding hie own
son) to swell that wornderful army that the Old Country
has sent ta France.

Below is Mr. Beckett's comiment:
Canadien M~unicipal Finance.

"For some time 1 have followved the course of municipal
finance ini Canada as reflected in the Canadian Municipal
Journai-a ,journal which bas reached a high degree of
excellence, and la conducted with considerable abllity' and
enterprise. it is in the front rank of service journals. To
its columns men of pirogressive ideas are constant con-
tributors, men who believe in the liberal use of the lash
upon the back of laggards, and are out for the grim and
stern work of reforrn in the realm of local government,
Ail branches of municipal life are brought under review.
The fact that the weaknesses-and they are rnany, and
very different in character and quantitY froin our own -
are ruthles1y laid bare to the public gaze without any
apologetics, and withal to a public far beyond Canada-
with very peppery critlclsm, 'pand-in-hand with construc-
tive suggestlons--these features are full of hope. Wlthout
doubt for CanadIa there is a great and glorious future, and
they do neot mean to lay the foundations in sand, Ergo
they are a splendid band of optimists. Certainiy they are
not content to accept the poetlc platitude of Pope, express-
ed in his essay on "Mani":-

ig trutb

dealt witb here. The subject is tue great; but it is in-
teresting te notice that our friend Mr. Sampson, the City
TrAasurer of Outrernont, is an enthusiastic reformer who
always sleeps with one eye open, and gives that subject
no rest. It was to be postulated that the war bas had an
adverse effect upon Canada, as indeed it bas bad 'sucb ef-
fects in varylng degrees upon every country in the world,
but the wocrd "default' (a most ugly word) is not in the
vocabulary of British local authorities.

In the May issue of the Canadian Municipal Journal
the following comments are made upon the subject of in-
creased taxation:-

"Since the war started municipal councils through-
out Canada have be en hard put to it to 'caîrry on.'
What are the difficulties, etc., etc.

(The wbole of the editorial which appeared in the May
issue of this Journal lis ýhere reproduced by Mr. Beckett.)

Most sýtrlking and significant of ahl is the Incredible
sloppiness, to put it no lower thian that, into which the
municipal financial affairs of the Province of Quebec
have been all0wed to d-if t, even in pre-war tirnes. We
are tol thatf s0 far au debt-redernption is concerned,
there are rnany councIls tha)t bave not pald anything in-to
their sinkîngP funds for years; tbat In fac-t sone of' tbemn
bave ignored the funds altogether, treating tbeir debt
as the laws of the Medes'and 'Persians were regarded, w4
"tbings that altereth not," at any rate, not In tbe down-
ward direction.

is this owing to tbe absence of a bigb sense of civic
bonor, or hostility to authority, or to deep-rooted objec-
tion to taxation to wblch wealI object 'out pay--or ne-
glect in hlgb places te enforce tbe-law? It certainly caýn-
noat be due to poverty.

Wbatever tbe cause, there is hope te be derlved from
the setting up 0f a muinicipal department for that pro-
vince. HereP is wbat tbe journal declares to be the facts
and the outlook for the future:-

',We have been exainining tbe niew a.ct establishii,,.
aMunicipal fea-rntin the Province fuec

and ecnhnsl congratulate the government
on the tb"ro)u ghness with which it means to adminis-
ter local affaire, etc., etc.

(The article on this subject was by James Murray. tl'
Financial Editor of the Canadian Munliia Journal.)

I have ventured upon this top!c witb thiese preliminary
observations. not without trepidation, because I amn nnt
famillar at first hand with Canadian affairs; but if Car -
afflans tbhemsclves can talce sncb crlticlsrn, made by th&!
own official, and their official journal, Iylng down, then
they are the unfortunate victime of a viclous qystemn which
strikes at the roots of honor, and effecotively bars 'pro-
gress, No effort on their part can be neither toc great
nor too smahl, te slough off the ugîr outgrowth of the past,
wbich resembles nothing so rnuch as the virile ivy strug-
glng for mastery over the oak, around whlcb it haq been
allowed to ent'wlne lteelf far ton long.

THE EDITOR.

"Erasmuas" Insists on addlng the following ebeervations
for the benefit of Mr. Sampson and bis Canadian col-
leagues, and adds that It la unxiecessary for hlm to dis-
claim everything but frlendly intentions. He sayvs:-
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