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close intercourse with their teachers, or under their immediate
guridance, generation after generation of beys, fresh from school,
have grown up into men during the threc years of their acade-
mic life. Here, for the first time, each man has been encour-
aged to dare to be himself, to follow his own tastes, to depend
on his cwn judgment, to try the wings of his mind, and lo!
like young eagles thrown out of their ro:t, they could fly. Here
the old knowledge accumulated at school was tested, and new
knowledge acquired straight from the fountain-head. Here
knowlcdge ceased to be a mere burden, and became a power in-
vigorating the whole mind, like snow which during winter lies
cold and heavy on the meadows, but when it is touched by the
sun of spring melts away, and fructifies the ground for a rich
harvest.

‘That was the original purpose of the Universities, and
the more they continue to fulfil that purpose, the more will
they secure to us that real freedom from tradition, from custom,
from mere opinion and superstition, which can be gained by in-
dependent study only; the more will they foster that “human
development in its richest diversity,” which Mill, like Hum-
boldt, considered as the highest object of all society.

‘ Such academic teaching need not be confined to the old
Universities. Nor is it necessary, in order to secure the recal
benefits of academic teaching, to have all the paraphernalia of a
University, its colleges and fellowships, its caps and gowns.
What is really wanted are men who have done good work in
their life, and whoare willing to teach others how to work for
themselves, how to think for themselves, how to judge for them-
selves. This is the true academic stage in every man’s life,
when he learns to work, not to please others, be they school-
masters or examiners, but to please himself; when he works
from sheer love of work, and for the highest of all purposes,
the conquest of truth. Those only who have passed through
that stage know the real blessings of work. To the world at
large they may seem mere drudges—but the world does not
know the triumphant joy with which the true mountaineer, high
above clouds and mountain walls that once seemed unsurpassable,
drinks in the fresh air of the high Alps—and away from the
fumecs, the dust, and the noises of the city, revels alone, in free-
dom of thought, in freedom of feeling, and in the freedom of
the highest faith.’

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Communications lately received on the question of Univer-
sity revenues, recalls to our mind the fact that nearly a year ago,
a committee of convocation was chosen to examine into, and
report on our revenues. That committee contained some of the
most distinguished and most enthusiastic of our graduates, and
its report was expected to contain much desirable information,
and many valuable suggestions. But no report has ever been
presented ; the committee has never held a meeting. We do not
know why this should be so ; the importance of the matter ought
to be sufficient stimulus. The easiest way to get something
done would probably be by a meeting of convocation, and a
demand by that body for its Committee’s long-expected Re-
port.

We are much pleased to be able to publisk. a letter from
Professor G. P. Young, in which Ke expresses himself as
thoroughly in sympathy with our own views on Undergraduate
Freedom. Probably no man in Canada is more conversant with
educational theories and systems, and their practical carrying-
out, than Professor Young.  To him, more than to any other, is
due the high state of perfection which our Public School and
High School systems have reached ; his work in this connection
having been, like all his work, at the same time quiet and
thorough. With college lectures and the examinations of college
and university,he has had long familiarity ; and an unambiguous
expression of his opinion, on so vita] a subject as examinations,
is well deserving of attention. We commend his letter to the
University Senate, with a hope, that a majority of that hody
may soon come into harmony with Professor Young, and Pro-

fessor Loudon, on the question of the reduction of over-examin-
ation in Toronto University. .

The energetic promoters of the Forum intend issuing a
weekly ‘ Hansard’ of their proceedings. We have seen the first
number, which contains in very creditable shape, an account 0
what transpired at their last meecting.  The report is sor{zewhat
long, and was received too late to be published in its entirety.

Professor Ramsay Wright has accepted the nomination to
the Presidency of the Literary and Scientific Society. -There
seems to be no prospect of a contest for the office, and Mr.
Wright’s election may be considered assured. We congrat-
ulate the Society on securing so able and energetic a President
for the coming year,

A letter from Don Quixote, published elsewhere, deals
with the inadvisability of increasing the college fees, and pro-
poses plans for augmenting the income of the University y
private subscription, and crown land endowment. It is excee
ingly improbable that an individual appeal would have any réd
success, and it must be remembered that what people wou
do for a sectarian college, they would not be likely to do for 2
non-sectarian government institution. W

The sccond proposal—that of setting apart a tithe of nffn
lands for educational purposes—is worthy of the .con51derat1‘t’o
of our legislators, and if it were possible in this land of ours ;
consider such important questions without making them -party
issues, we might hope that this, or some similar measure, woue
be carried in Parliament in the near future. The disadvantag®
however, attached to such a scheme is, that it would be maﬂ"
years before such lands—probably of little value at the beStny
would become sufficiently settled and opened up to yield ard
considerable revenue, and it is only with a disinterested l‘eg;er
for posterity that we could appreciate such a gift. In the laan-
part of his letter Don Quizote is doubtless dealing with me th
choly facts, but we fail to see the relevancy of his remark tw o
regard to ‘customs borrowed from England,’ and the ‘waste
endowments.’ :

THE LATE PROFESSOR I'. M. BALFOUR.

Some months have already passed since the scientific W
tained a great loss by the death of Professor Francis Maitland_ e 10
and, in the interval, numerous brief biographies have been writ erthe-
only in England, but throughout the continent and America; ne:’I the
less one cannot dwell too much upon, or mention too frequen ny a
work of any one who has created or aided in creating an €ra ;rtures
department of thought. During the past century many new 'e}t)hat de-
in scientific thought have been inaugurated, more especially in ecteds
partment with which Professor Balfour was more intimately Conholog)"‘
namely, Zoology, or, more correctly speaking, Zoological MOrP J when
Sincethe time when systematic work was all that was thought of ancters o
workers based their classifications entirely upon the external Chaf;r a2 C10
forms;since the time when Zoologists debated the questionwhet - ments
codile should be considered an insect or not, basing their arignrxilar to
solely on the possession by the Saurian of a hard integument Sould not

orld sus
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ithat of insects, and finally coming to the conclusion that it € only b€

be incorporated in the same group with beetles, wasps, €tC that time
cause it would be altogether ‘too ierrible an insect,’—since of dis’
more attention has been paid to internal characters, as meang cing for
covering the relationships of forms, the external characters © indeed
the most part only subsidiary or of specific value, 50 muc ; mol
that even latterly the time-honored basis of classification O Characters
lusca is being thrust aside, and anatomical and histologica L
taking its place. . ove 0

f&notllljer digression from the crdinary and well-traVel]téioegtroe, who
biological thought was made by such mén as Oken an the gario
were the first to point out the relationship existing between ertebrat®
parts of organizations, the former dealing with the skeleton O Vs of plant®”
animals, the latter with the floralleaves and reproduc_txveOl'gai’:n Maillfg
Contemporary with these, Lamarck, and, even prior to ve’ to b}"l
branching off on a narrow and indistinct foot-path, stro evolutlQ."!'
through the dense jungle of opposition, the broad roa Ohe Jate
with, however, only partial success, and it remained for
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