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notldng to do. These to nie seenm certainly the most import-
ant, but under the present state of tlîings I sec no hope of
even gradually introducing thern. If the Literary Society
were to cease to be ai-d the Class Societics were to take up its
work, 1 think that questions of the second elass would hav e a
permianelice whichi tliey do niot 110W hold. ()mîe wvho is highi in
authiority said on one occasion iii rny presence that tlic College
Counicil liad no objection to our discussing political questions,
but that oui' Literary Society was so well known and its

debates so ofteni publishied iii the papers tîmat it would biaron
the College if we diseussed sucb q1uestions as Commîercial
Union or Annexation. Thiere would be no0 sucli difficulty iii

the case of tlie Class Societies. They mniglt neet and (1i5Cu55
anything tbey liked. It woulcl also be possible in these

smna]ler meetings to specially introduce literary subjects for
debates andi essays. Many men whio niow nionopolize a great
dca] of our timie would not be allowed to do so if they only

lia( nienibers of thit' own ycar to deal with. !Many First

Year iiiciî wvlo now take no part iii thieSociety woultl bave
tlieir tonigues looseiieri iii the absence of their Seniors, andl

niany Seniors would grow very boid liad tlîey iîot tlie fear of

mnaking tlinselves ridiculous in the presence of the Fresîmucn.

A spirit of generous rmvairy as to wiîch ycar m'ouid have

the best society would sooni inanifest itseif. This couhi be

fostcred by eacli ycar inviting tlie members of time otiier years

to be pî'esent as spectators at sonie of their meetings and by
the conciucting of deimates betwecn the difIeretît vears.

To nie, indeed, it seemis tîmat we have no0 choce iri this

matter. If tiiese ciass societies are to lîold regular mîeetings,

and are to be the si-ccess w]iclî the founders hoped foi' and

which 1 sc but sliit reason to doubt, tiien they wili inevit-

abiy kili the Litcrary Society wlîether wc like it or imot. It

mnay be said that ail titis is very radical, that the îconoclast

is abroad, tîmat wc slîouid be more conservative. Yes, we

shouid be conservative, but conservative of the é3ood, and

reforiners of the cvii. T. C. Di)îsBAiiiEs.

[The almove was unavoidaly crowded out of last week's

issue.-m>î'ri)ITs.]

7oathe Editors of THE VARSI1V:
Suur,-Ii again addrcssing you oit tlîe subject of College

Societies I desire in the first place to add ore quaificaltionf to

mnyprevions rcïnarks; of the sinaller societiesi am itot conpctent

to speak, heing ac(quairlted witlî on]y one of them. If, hoîv-

eveî', tbey are declîning in efliciency, andl if the Lîterary

Society is also, it does not f ollow, as W. C. R1. secmis to th l)nk,

that the cause in eacb rnust be the samne. The Literary

,Society occupies a unique position and makes unique preten-

sions;- and we mnay advance reasons foi' its decline without

being'at ail obliged to apply the saine reasons to the smialler

socicties which exist for special purposes. Whetlîer the

Litcrary Society is declining: or not, 1, being in the lower

years, ani, pcrhaps, not able to say; but if it is not, if it is as

good as it ever was, tîien 1i arn at an utter loss to uîiderstand

how in the world it has continued to live so longi.

In discussing College"pltc " i t is som-ewlîat amiising to

see with wlîat hioly liorror somie nen liold up thei'hansa

wbat they cal1 Ilstartling propositions S I ot' Il radical sopbismns,"

or " disrcspect fou ancient customis and1 traditions." Tîingé's

fliust always memain as they found them. The Lite'aî'y

Society was, it is, and tbcî'efore mnust be forever more. Somne

fair Aurora lias won for it iminnîortality, forsootîl ; it niay be

80, but it iooks very inuch as if she had made bier old mistake,

for bier Tithonus is ali'caly withered, and even now xvc can

l'car nothiîîg but the 46 iniportu11ate chink "o h tra

Z.rasshopper. The writer is as firrînly attacbied to old coliege

custois as any who miay read thiese words; but, if a customn

Coiiceals and fosters a wrong, or if it prevents ancear

chiange wlmich will bring great benefit to us ail, tlien, though

thiat ceustoni be as old as tue everiastiiig hills, it will and inust

Pass away and give place to otîters wbicb are neithier unjust

,,or unsuited te, the conditions of College life.

And yet nobody bas s0 far, I think, proposed the entire

abolition of the Literary Society. That there is a place for it

,and work for it to, do, I firmly believe. But the great ques-

tio1 ibwatens it cari be made to 611i that place and do

that work efficiently. Jti o yteeaborate tabulation of

seVn is of literary-5ociety rnorality which everybody

bias always admitted and alwaYs will admit. It not by sayiug, -

"No, really, you .s'/ould do this and you s1bouldn't do that"-
It is not by ernpty, useless "urgings of the individual."
Tbese will ail have about as inuch vivifying power as a drop
of water in a desert of sand. But it is, 1l believe, by some
orgaized system, xhicli will stiniulate and encourage iiidi-
vidual effort. Jr is by holding out tlîe hope of lionour and
Ligh reputation as a reward for nritorious success. The
College authorities niay or may not be wrong imi offering
scholarships, prizes and graded ionours, but as long as these
stimiuli cxist to urge ineiî to strenuous effort in the regular
course of study there should at least be sonime counterfïorces to
induce them to toil equally biard in the geneî'al literary work
of our societies. Yet we look for theni iii vain. There are
indeed two or three prizes for essays wlîich are beyond the
reachi of the ordinary student, (sometimes, it seemis, bcyond
the reacli of ail) and nothing more. It is no wonder if meni
arc iclined to pay too inucbi attention to the regular course
wlmen ail] the lionours lie there. For a melons of stimulation I
turn, fir.st, to tlic year societies. As 1 be]ieve that a healtlîy
î'îvalî'y betweeîî the yeai's is going to give sucli an iînpetus to
Collegre sports as tlmey have neyer yet receiveci, so 1 believe
that a hiealthy and friendly rivalî'y iii the production of gond
csesays, iii debates and in social amusement, will elevate
greatly thie geî'ral character of the literai-y work of the stu-
dents as well as of their social lif e. I peaking as one who eau,
withîout boasting, claini a fair' knowledge of the feeling in the
lower years, I would iiinprcss this fact upon 'W. C. R., and ail
wlmo unay think like him, that, tîmougli the Literary Society
bas hpen the main feature of our College life in tlîe past, the
Yrar societies are going to be the main feature of the future.
Third and Fourth Year mnen, being conservative, niay umot
realîze ail that these Class Societies umieami for the undergradu-
ates that are bcbind themn. Timey simply-inean such an inten-
sity of enjymîemt of College life ais those wiîo have gone hefore
neveu' creaunt of. They are going to be first above ail, if I
reail the signls ariglmt, and tlmey deserve to be so. Tme Litera-y
Society lias not donc nmch this year to dlaimi the adumiration or
the support of, for instance, the Clmîss of '92, and if they feel
nmore inclined to support tlieir oxvn Society it is because tlîcy
kmîow tlîey cati get f-oin it mni-re beuictit and liiglmer enjoyînent.
Aiid tlîms is as it slîould Ibe. WThen there is aroused in the
students of tliis Coilege ai glowimîg spirit of loyalty to their
respective years, Meîn, muid tîmen oîîly, will tiiere be a truc Col-
lege spir'it. Whe tîmîs feeling urges thi to attenmpt to sur-
pass othier years iîm atlltics as weil as iii ]iteî'ary work, tlien
tîmere will bc good College sports aimd gond literary work.
This is wlmat 1 hope to sec. Thmis is wlmat 1 believe I shall sec
in part, thougli not in its cotîmplete fuifilment, amîd so, iustcad
of coimfessimg mîyscîf "shprt-siglited," it is to W. C. H1. I
would say,

ciThmou art too shallow, Hastinmgs, înuch too shallow,
To sound the bottoni of the tfter-tinics."

Anîd yet let it be renmenbered tlîat 1 aum not advocating tlue
total abolition of the Literary Society. I arn chieflypointing
out reasons foi' its failuure. As I smîid before, I think the
admissionu is too cheap;, (and bere I would ask W. C. H. to
try real bard ammd sec if hie cannot mnake ont what I mean).
Tîme inemmbership of thc Litcî'ary Society night, in îny opinion,
by some means whicli it is useless to specify particularly at
pî'esemt, be made a prize, an linnoni', to lie earnestly strivemi
for, and would timen act as a sort of offset to the, iii soure
respects, pernicions immfluence of scliolarsliips and bonour hists.

Then oui' nuuîmbers, I said, (flot we ourselves) are too large
for successful union into one socicty ; and despite the ridicule
whicb W. C. H. says casts upon the idea (1 looked in vain for
the ridicule) ny presmmt belief is timat this is one true reason for
the lack of success. That there should be union among
the students every one admits; but I believe thuit it is abso-
lutely necessary first of ail to have eacb year firîîmly umited in
itself. As to tîme next step I amun ot 50 certain, but at pre-
sceit it seems to nie, to borrow the language of political science,
that some sort of federal union upon that strong foundation
would be best calculated to effect a real and permanent solidi-
fication of the whole. There is no, indeed, the formn of
union, but it is empty and effete, amîd the sooner we get a
fornm which bas sorne real life and meaning in it the better for
us ail. These may be Ilstartling propositions " to some graver
heads of the upper yeaî's, but it is not, after ail, to thîem tlîat
I[arn chiefly speaking. MUTAM WR.
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