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1h8 the trial of the gang and the hanging of some of tbe sub-
ordinates, while the Dchief offender escaped.

-And so tbe afternoon waned as we jogged f rom village
to village, leaving bebînd us at eacb post-office a group of
ex1cited people discussing the robbery, till we arrived at my

StOPPih1g place one stage f rom the end of the mail route; and
thus I maissed seeing the triumpbant en try of the mail-carrier
iflto bis native village and could but feehly imagine the sur-
prise, ejaculations, and general excitement, and but dimly
Wonider how many stamps and registered letters had by
that timle been put on record as lost to a defrauded and ini-
Poverisbed country. T. MOWEiz -VIART[N.

A face of wistfuh brightness,
Clear shining after rain

A smihe that tells of lessons
In the oiystery of pain.

Eyes that can look fortli calinly,
Yet with a hidden glow,

A cheek with quick responding
To the life-blood s ebb ani flow~.

A sool ini touch and kinship
With the things beyond cor ken-

Th at yet liath feit deep yearnrng
For the gifts more prized of men.

When Io !the vears unheeted-
Thei sign t1ue silver thread -

Have brought for ail past mnissing,
A wondrous grace instead-

The rare sweet grace of sharing
Ail otiier hearts can know-

Fromi the littie child's first feeling,
To the depthis cf joy or woe;

And more-for its own deep longing
The spirit hiathi found rest;

A strange, new power cf thrilling
In anîweu- to earth's bet-

The glad, fair- best cf sky and tree and tlower,
And ail nien's souls have wrotght--Cod's own rjch dower.

M. Arioý KY ut

Tuet ibieoe(. u NwtouILj-jjjj( by Johnl

Cabot in 14(,7.

(Pthe 24th J une, 1897, four centuiries will have elapsed

d ise""ce John Cabot, with an English crew from. Bristol,
Aliere Nefoundîand, and also the coast 0fNrhes
lald a, In the Dominion of Canada, and in Newfound-

gereprato are 110w bein- made to celebrate this
at ofent- A round this famous voyage there is no sncb

bUS 0 L roance as surrounds the glorious exploit of Columi
bt for the Enghiîm s-peakingy people the excpedition of
quence eompatm.iot lias lîad more far-reachingy conse-

11arn 1 ad mredirect influence on our race than the ever-
or l cfde.e W rd It gave North

iscOver Englishi by an indefeasible 1il-hergi
%Up y-and ah)ove-aIl, it afforded an outlet for the

tbat enlergy of a great inisular people. The first nul Of
targrea Stream~ cf nmaritimre enterprise and miglitY Coin-

whi nw overspreads the world began to flow in the

~i1edfdlandtrade and fishiery. The ' litt' ,eslsta
froin the West of England to the Nw World were the

gr 5 fOreater Britairi beyond the seatenarsf

bu O~nial Empire. Froi the discovery of Newfounid
%iyte Eliglisb may directly be tritced the modern ex-

ea y.£lengand, bier vast commerce, lier Wnaritime supre-

14 fo- gret De Witt says: , The navy Of England be-
fih b9 iPdable by the discovery of the inexpresibly rich

%tCbak of ilsroslaalaUd ty -Ut Newfouridlanî," The niost illstrounva
8h n te dra Raleigh, says " lThe Nefud
(thlieae n' the reaita and support Of tIse western

lct i f Il ( ien e g t m a~riti mne centre of E ngland), and
Ret t u lidn should bappen to the Newf0, uridand
UgAiad.Jt the greatest misfortune that could befaîl
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As we cari see fromn the records, the flshing and trading
to Newfoundland begun in 1498 by poor traders and fishing
skippers like Bradley and Thirkal, was soon taken up by
merchants like Master (irubes, of Plymouth (whose vessels
are mentioned by Rut), and by shipowners like Master Cot-
ton, of Southampton, in wbose fine vessel our gallant Whit.
boumne flrst sailed to the Island.

We are fully convinced that Newfoundland was tbe first
part of Nortb Arnerica seen bv Cabot on his great voyage
of discovery, and in this paper we shall endeavour to set
forth shortly the grounds on which we base our dlaim.

Historians and antiquarians are stili disaussing the
numerous portraits of Columbus; neither bis exact likeness
nor hiý, landfaII has yet been definitely settled,,and so it bias
fareui with Cabot. Three places in North-east America
dla*i the honour of being the first point on which he
pla'nted the banner of England and tbe Standard of Venice
-Labrador, Cape Breton and Newfoundland. To arrive at
a truc and satisfactory solution of this mucb discussed ques-
tion we must be guided by principles and rely on sound his-
torical evidence; ail gossiping and unreliable statements
made by the mendacious Sebastian Cabot and others, years
after the event, must be eliîninated f romi the enquiry, reli-
ance sbould only be placed on unquestioned contemporary
documents relating to this first voyage written immediately
after John Cabot's landing in Bristol, August 5tb, 1497.

We must also confine our enquiry entirely tD the first
voyage, wbich was sirnply a voyage of discovery ; mnuch con.
fusion bas arisen tbrougb mixing up the first witlh the
second expedition. For the first voyage the only records
that have corne down to us and on which we can safely rely
are tbe letters written by the Italians soon af ter Cabot's re
turn, the officiai records mainly from the Privy Purse ac.
counts of Henry VIL., and Ayala the Spanishi Envoy's letters
to Ferdinand and Isabella. We must also bear in mind the
primitive navigation of those early days, the clumsy ships,
the imperfect nautical instruments, and the leisurely way in
whicb these ancient mariners sailed their vessels, to use a
West of England phrase, they were beasis of burthen and
not birds of passage-unlike tbe ocean tramps of our day
that run ashore every season through negleet of the lead, the
medieval mariner went by latitude, lead and look-out on
dark nights, and in bad weather bie lay-to; on a wind he
went to leeward like a log. You could nôt, for sucli a vesse]
at, that time, lay down a straigbt course on the Atlantic. If
Cabot, as the Italians say, had gone north from Ireland, and
then sailed west, lie would undoubtedly in a direct course
have made the land lit Nortbern Labrador; but he did not
go a straight course, be was driven up and down by light E.
and N.E. winds early in May, and when approacbing the
land, if the nigbts were dark or foggy, he would lay-to, and
probably during three days passing across the Labrador
current, which extends in Junle fromn 250 to 300 miles froai
Newfoundland, his vessel would be drifting soutb. Cartier,
on the samne course, made Cape Bonavista, and John Cabot
inight make the land anywbere from Belle Isle to Cape
Race, tbough it is probable lie would, like Cartier, corne up
witb the great auks off the Funk Islands, and knowing froin
the appearance of tbee birds, which had very short wings
and could flot fly, that lie was near the land, he would boldlv
strike in and make a landfall as Cartier did at Bonavista.
It is quite clear that on this westerly course he must have
made land somewbiere on the Labrador or on the east coast
of Newfoundland ; to pass ail this long line of coast extend-
iug nortb and soutb 1,200 miles ' and thon to inake Cape
Breton, is wildly improbable, if not impossible. There are
two other very stroflg points against the Cape Breton theory,
one is the naine Cape Breton, which appears in tbe very
earliest maps; no one can doubt that this designation was
given by Frenchi fisiiermen, who were among4t the very first
to visit North America ; there is no trace of Cabot and bis

discovery in this naine. The other is the undoubted fact
that Cape, Breton was not known to be an island, and its in-.

sular character is not shown in any map for forty years after

Cabot's landfall. It was not frequented by European fisher.

mien until long after Cabot's voyage, and there are no namnes on
its coast beyond Cape Breton marked on any map prior to

1540.
The dlaims of Labrador may, we think, be summarily

disposed of. Ah the references in the earliest accounts of

the voyage are to an island or islands. Moreover, Soncino,

writiflg to the Duke of Milan Dec. l8th, 1497, says: ',The


